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ph. the whole Materia Medica are deſcribed, with the 
different Diſorders to which they are adapted; and 
g ſome peculiar and experienced REMEDIES are par- 
ticularly recommended for the Cure of the EpiLePsy, -4 
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Intended for the Relief and Beneſit of the middlirig and 
er Sort of People; and, in ſame meaſure, to pre- 

vent the ill Conſequences that tog commonly attend 
the ignorant and unſkilful Adminiſtrazion of Medicine. 
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HE conſummate ſkill _ in 


| - .,@ medical knowledge, and the 
8 unbounded. philanthrophy which 
| you. have manifeſted for a ſeries of To” 


years, renders you t the p proper pa- 


; a 


DEDICATION. 
tron of a work calculated for the 
public good; this has emboldened 
me to inſcribe the following Obſer- 
vations to you: and if the Remedies 
L have hereby recommended, con- 


tribute in the leaſt to the great end 
they were intended to anſwer ; next 


to this, my higheſt ſatisfaction will 
be, that of having followed your 
footſteps, and imitated the example 
of a gentleman whoſe invaluable 
medicines(under God) have reſtored 
the health of thouſands. Your diſ- 
cernment fully enables you to judge 
how far 1 may ſucceed , and your 
approbation will do me the great- 
eſt honour ; ; fince the world, ill ä 

oy ts natured 


DE DTOAT TON 
natured as it is, agrees in an uni- 
verſal reſpett and de ferenoe for your 
eharacter, as one of the greateſt 
ornaments to your profeſſion 
Your Elixir of Bardana, your 


Tin&ures of Centaury, and Sape, 
are perhaps the wo} efficacious, 
and at the ſame time the moſt 
ſimple remedies in being, and 
have reflected the greateſt merit 
on their ingenious author. In the 
literary world, your unequalled abi- 


lities have been long acknowledged; 
your Watural Hitory, your Ve- 
getable Syſtem, and many other 
works with which you have obliged 
the public, are not only excellent 
in 


2 
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in their kind, but do honour to 

human nature; but as praiſe to 
thoſe who are moſt deſerving, is 
ever leaſt welcome, I ſhall only 
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PREFACE, 


Scientia non habet inimicum fen iguorantem. 
HE Study and Practice of Phy- 
ſicare the greateſt and moſt difficult 

undertakings in the world; and yet the 
profeſſion, its dignity and degrees are ſo 
deſpicably fallen, that the loweſt and 
moſt illiterate people pretend to it; and 
ſuch a mere mob, of women, as well as 
men, uſurp the title, that a - Phyſician 
may be almoſt aſhamed to be called 
Doctor, fince he muſt ſhare that name to- 


_ gether with the Barber, Farrier, Moun- 
tebank, and i ſe Waman, 


The 


vi AF. 
The divine Hippecrates, WO v was al- 


"ways ready to vindicate this art from re- 
proach, whoſe candour and judgment 
will never be called in queſtion, expreſs- 
ly tells us, that the nobleſt of all arts, 
to wit, Phyſic, had been degraded, and 
was become contemptible, by the f gro- 
rance of thoſe, who exerciſed. it. No 
man, perhaps, ever had an equal title to 
this freedom of cenſure, for he was moſt 
indefatigably induſtrious, in obſerving 
the courſe of nature in producing, in- 
creafing, continuing and terminating diſ- 
eaſes. He borrowed from every ſcience 
and even improved what chance threyy in 
His way to extend his knowledge of diſea- 
ſes, and the methods of curing them, And 
yet that great genius was not aſhamed 
to confeſs, in an epiſtle to Democritus, 
that thongh he was arrived to old age, 
and to the end of life, yet he was not 
got to the end of Phyſic. 


Now that many of our modern nr 

in Phyfic fall ſhort of the requifite endow- 

ments, to undertake the care of mens lives, 
and 
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and the adminiſtration of medicines, we 
havt too many miſerable objects to teſtify, 
who are woeful inſtances of their raſhneſs, 
ignorance and fully. I ſhall deſcend no 
lower than the Apothecaries, and the 
ſhort account that I am about to give of 
the education of the greateſt part of theſe 
gentlemen, may fuffice, I think, for 
demonſtrating their abſolute unfitneſs for 
what they undertake, Take it as follows. 


| A young lad with very little Latin, 

is bound apprentice to an Apothecary. 
| He is taught the characters and abbre- 
viations which Phyſicians uſe, and 
becomes able in proceſs of time, to 
read and make up a Doctor's bill. If 
he is a lad of application, he will pe- 
ruſe Quincey's, or ſome other diſpen- 
ſatory, whereby he is made acquainted 
with the common properties of drugs, 
or the virtues commonly aſcribed to 
them; he hears the names by which 
the diſtempers of the patients are called, 
and if his memory is good, will per- 
haps © treaſure up what were ordered 
Al for 
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for them, Thus having ſpent ſive or 
ſix years of drudgery (hundreds there 
are, who practiſe Phyſic, that have 
not had even this education, however 
trifling) he looksout for himſelf, takes 
| a ſhop, and would be very much af- 
fronted, if you entertained any fear of 
your ownlife by truſting it in his hands.” 


No that we have got his freedom for 
him, and furniſhed his ſhop, is the 
matter mended ? His grand employment 
to be ſure is to get cuſtomers, and diſ- 
penſe as many drugs as he can perſuade 
people to take from him. To improve 
the few opportunities he may have is of 
inferior conſideration, and pray why 
ſhould he trouble himſelf about the 
matter? Let a Doctor be called before 
the patient dies, and all is well. He can 
at any time ward off the imputation of 
bad practice by this means. It is ſkill 
enough to nick that time, They give it 
out that ſuch a Doctor attended him, 
though he only made one vifit ; that 
there was no want of the beſt advice and 

| : aſſiſt 
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aſliſtance, and ſuch like. Thus the Doc- 

tor has the genteel compliment paid 

him of the patient's death, to ſwell his 
annual bill of mortality, which is very 
often aggravated by the * * r 
1 himſelf. h 


Hard indeed, and much to be la- 
mented, is the lot of Phyficians ; and it 
really makes ours a very mortifying and 
diſagreeable profeſſion, that we are fo 
frequently cenſured and condemned, not 
only by thoſe people who pretend to 
have a ſmattering in Phyſic, yet in truth 
know nothing of the matter, but even 
by perſons of the meaneſt capacity, who - 
every body of common underſtanding 
muſt allow are utterly incapable of form- 
ing any judgment of our abilities; and | 
therefore only expoſe their own igno- 
rance and folly the mote, by aſſuming a 
province, for which neither nature nor 
Nn has qualified . 


8 . * 
1 is no ſuch eaſy matter, as it is ge- 
nerally believed, to know whether a 
e man, 


ſo. We muſt be aſperſed and beat all 
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figian, is poſſeſſed of all the neceſſary 
A. ations that go to make up the 
of, a, ſkilful one, which, in. 
a5 are learning, fagacity, humanity, and 


| probity, For who does not ſee. that none 
but a perfon of unblemiſhed integrity, 


and eminently. vexſed.in all the branches 
of, the. art of -Phyſic, is a proper judge 
ru eee wacher 5 


Now it, is owing, to. the. incapacity. 
that the generality of mankind. lies un- 
der of judging. of the true merit of Phy- 
ficians, that they too oſien meet with ſuch 
cruel uſage, and ungtateful returns, When 
in reality they deſerve. the heartieſt ac - 


| knoyledgment,. for; their, extraordinary. 


pains, .and anxious ſollicitude to diſ- 
charge their duty, Which every honeſt 
and able Phyſician, docs to the | utmoſt, 
in, all tedious, .ubſtinate, 4 —— dangerous 
maladies. —But with us, all is well that 
ends well. Nothing fo, that does not 


a . and ng allowance is made 
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for the badnifs of drü 12 drk wittulich 
and uiigovernablenefs of the patient, 55 
falſe aba of N PIES 2 
friends, and the negligence, thoughtleſs- 
neſs, miſtakes, imprudent officioulnels, 
and opinionativeneſs of the pertic BG 
doctors, and others about him; but how 
little we deſerve ſuch unfair, and un- 
1erous treatment, 5 leave to the can; 
did, the ſenfible, and the good-natur ; 
part of um! to . to 1785 
turn to the Apothecries, 
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_ With what Wag tel age | 


ing in the 1 and twin 
eng at random? And £4: 5 

melancholy fituation mv { be tl at 0 
unha ient ? The power o 7 4 
or 1220 conſtitution, will now and 
then indeed, furmount the ignorance, 
and elude the force of * * their medicines ; 
fo that they * ſhall receive applauſes and 
rewards for their imaginary ſkill, when 
b 2 they 
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they deſerve. i ignominy, and the fovereſ 
cenſures; but what ſhall we eonclude from 
hence ? Why only that fome few con- 
ſtitutions, like ſome fortifications, are 


bomb · proof, and can ſupport the ſhocks 


of the whole medical artillery without 
Howie up. 


The injudicious ; jumble of drugs, 


with which their avarice, or indigence, 


oblig e them te fill their patients, are 
only. 2 load on the conſtitution, and fre- 
quently defeat the very intentions of na- 


ture, who of herſelf, or with very little 
aſſiſtance, would in general, ſoon work 
her own deliverance ; but when the 


load of the ſuppoſed remedy is added 


to the diſeaſe, the oppreſſion becomes 
too violent for nature long to ſupport, 


and the patient muſt of courſe fall a fa- 
erifice to ignorance and ſelf-intereſt, 
Thus the old proverb is too often veri- 


fed, Sæpe plus mali a medico, quam a 


morbo. How precarious then, and un- 
certain the practice of thoſe men muſt be, 
who. are 15 little acquainted with the 

awe 
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laws of nature, and of that machine bey 
are ſubverting by their continual blun- 
ders, I leave to any reaſonable perſon 
to judge. 


It ĩs not enough for any « one to fay, If 
I can do no good, I will do no hurt; 
(which he may as well invert, and fay, 
If I do' no hurt, I will do no good:) | 
No, you injure the faculty, diſcourage 
education, keep out better advice, and 
trifle with mens lives, by prolonging: the 
caſe till it becomes extremely hazardous, 
incurable, or mortal ; and if death en- 
ſues, upon your arrogant, intermed- 
dling and pernicious quackery, you may 
be aſſured that, it is a fort of murder in 
the court of conſcience, and probably 


will be fo adjadged at "8 aſt great 
court. 5 2 


This is not my private opinion only, 
| but the judgment and deciſion of the le- 
giſlature of our land. For the Preſent 
State of England tells us, That by the 
law of England, if any one who. is. 10 
Phyfician or Surgeon, \ and not exprefaly 


A fo praiſe, ſhall 1 upon bim a 
cure, 


xly * R E ACE. 


ture, ant ind his patient die under bis Badu: 
This it rob in the per ſon preſuming fo to 


* - * 
. * 


We are told that the ignorance, im- 
moralities and grols impolitions of the 
Romiſh clergy, * a reformation in re- 
Ir neceflary ; may I be allowed then 

to put the queſtion, whether we want 
incitements to a reformation in Phyſic ? 
It has ſurely been poſtponed too long 
already; but the difficulty is to point out 
by what means the miſchiefs ariſing from 
the practice of Phyſic may be ayoided, 
the art itſelf improved, and its reputa- 
tion and uſefulneſs promoted ; many 
ſchemes have been propoſed ; but per- 
haps every thing of the kind will miſ- 
carry, unleſs the Legiſlature be en- 


gaged in it. 


We experience daily their care and 
goodneſs in doing every thing condu- 
cive to the public intereft, Wherefore 
there ſeems only wanting a fair remon- 
ſtrance of the ſtate of Phyſic, to en- 
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gage them in its favour, on which the 
jeaſe, 1 e . 25 
greatly, depend. 


1; ſhall juſt mention. the. an af. 
the Duteb in this affair, Who may be: 
well eſteemed proticients in whatever re- 
lates to ceconomics. - The. ſtate thought 
it well deſerving their concern, in what 
manner. Phyſic was practiſed, and- very 
little. attention will. diſcover; the havock 
in a; ſociety where this art ĩs practiſed by 
ignorant men. Wherefore they have con- 
fined the Apothecaries to their ſhops. to 
prepare medicines, which is their true 
function. They could ſee no neoeſſary 
connection between the drugs 
in a mortar, and the — of their 
uſes; they have ſettled the fees of Phy- 
ficians, which are very low; whereby 
the poor have the ſame care taken of 
them with the wealthy; yet notwith - 
ſtanding the meanneſs of their fees, ſuch” 
is their number, that you will find very 
few-Phyſicians ĩn all the Provinces, who | 


cannot is Tupport® themſelves - genteelly by 
7 their 
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their buſineſs. In Holland it is unuſual for 
2 Phyfician to be fee d during his atten- 
dance, wherefore he keeps an account — 
his viſits, and ſends in their number 8 
a proper time. The poor pay him what 
the law ſtipulates, while the rich make 
him preſents, er to 3 I 
and their 1 
i 
I am not aware e 
that can be offered to this method, which 
I' think is well calculated to ſerve the 
intereſt of Phyfic and Phyſicians, and, 
what is —_ —_— to ſerve the 1 b 


11 88 (ja 3 was eſta- 
bliſhed here, it is manifeſt that the pub- 
lic would be great gainers by it, in re- 
gard to their health, and I may add their 
expences too, for by applying early to a 
proper judge of the art, for the real aid 
which it can afford, diſeaſes would not run 
out half ſo long, nor be attended with 
that danger, which now proceeds from 
_ or unſkilful methods, Thu ne 
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medicines would anſwer 4 purpoſes; 
and thoſe too of a more fimple kind, 
Great heaps of drugs being at beſt loath- 
ſome to a patient would be avoided, eſ- 
pecially as they give a handle (and very 
often a juſt one too) of - reproaching the 
faculty, with courting the recommen- 
dation of Apothecatiohnhile nd of 
aeg e fy: Sf) OO}. 1 
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* 1 do not foppaſe that I * increaſed 
the number of my friends among the 
Apothecaries, by ſpeaking my mind with 
ſo much freedom; but I thank God, 
Jſtand in no need of theit favour, and 
if J haye offended any people by what 
J have written, it was what I did not in- 
tend, and what Iam very eaſy about; 
being perſuaded that I have done. no 
more than my duty, in cenſuring igno- 
rance boldly, and warning mankind a- 
gainſt the dangers that they are expoſed 
to from * Fe of ignorant men. 


* 


| But by what 1 have Rk, I don't mean 
to include all the Apothecaries under the 
ö 1 1 ba J ſame , 


| 
| 
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ſame cenſure; for I believe, and know 
ſome of them to be men of ſenſe and 
judgment in their profeſſion : the miſ- 
fortune is, the - generality of mankind 
cannot diſtinguiſh between the ſuperfi- 
cial loquacious coxcomb in Phyſic, and 
the rational and modeſt practitioner. For 


in general it may be obſerved, that in 


proportion to the ſhallowneſs of the 
ſtream, the bubbling and noiſe is moſt 
manifeſt; and where the froth of ſcience 
only has been ſipped, it is no wonder that 
ſuch ſhallow draughts ſhould intoxicate 
the brain ; but their cant, though deemed 
bracular by the credulous, is but too like 
the Oracles ef old, ſpecious deluſion and 
vile impoſition; where learned imper- 
tinence paſſes for ſound erudition, and 
a barren ſuperfluity of words, for won- 
derous knowledge and elocution. Thus 
ſounds are ed, and miſtaken for 
ſenſe, and impudence and folly but too 
often triumph over modeſty and true de- 
— 2 For as the Poet juſtly — 


 Ditrupful ſenſe with modeſt caution ky,” 3 
© Butt rattling nonſenſe in full vollies breaks. 


THE 
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INTRODUCTION. 


HE great parent of medicine has 
long fince obſerved, that our art 
has acquired more blame than honour * ; 
therefore I ſhould be ſorry to have it 
thought that this little work was thrown 
out as a bait to catch fame, or to anſwer 
any other finiſter or ſelf-intereſted view, 
as I can with the ſtricteſt truth aver, that 
TR had a far more noble purpoſe at heart, 

Tur coMMON Gn of: Max- 
in. d ac een e nee 
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patient, more by diet and exerciſe than 
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* INTRODUCTION. 
| The! rand labour bidde on a 


Phyſician: in my opinion, is to retrench 


all ſuperfluities out of Phyſic, to cleanſe 
the Augean ſtable, an Herculean under- 
taking! and reduce the art of healing, 
to that noble, uſeful, and intelligible 
ſimplicity, from which it is probable, 
the ſupreme Being, in compaſſion to our 
infirmities, intended it ſhould be always 
inſeparable. This at leaſt was the opi- 
nion of the n Boer baave. | 


In order then to attain this 3 ( which 


haas been my aim) we muſt collect a ſa- 


'cred treaſure of ſelect pradtical obſervati- 
ons, reſt ſatisfied with a few but ſafe and 
well-choſen medicines, and be thoroughly 
acquainted with their virtue and efficacy, 
in different conſtitutions and diſeaſes; 
we muſt deſpiſe the cumberſome load of 


Recipes, with which the general practice 


abounds, and attempt the relief of the 


1 e e of the he ſhops. 
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But a very few things, and ſuch as 
have a fimplicity in their fewneſs, are 
the proper ſubjects of our art whatever 
is more than this, and ſeems to enlarge 
its capacity, is merely adventitious, and 
no more regards the medicinal than any 
other ſcience. We can deſpair of nothing 
while we follow ſimplicity, but the end 
of intricate labour is fallacious ; for he 
who goes the direct and ſtrait way ar- 
rives at his journeys end with eaſe and 
ſpeed, but thoſe who deviate therefrom, 
run off into innumerable by-baths,” and 
wander about in uncertain purſuits. 


I am well aware of the oppofition 
that an undertaking of this kind will 
meet with, and of the barriers that will 
ariſe againſt it from prejudice, ridicule, 
and ſelf-intereſt; and many and various 
have been the thoughts which occurred 
to me, and the opinions I have heard, as 
to the beſt method to. be taken, in order 
to accompliſh this. great end, and ren- 
der it of general fervice to mankind. I 
at laſt determined upon this publication, 

per: 
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perſuading myſelf, (whatever may be 
the event) that I ſhould perform a 
work, neither entirely void of uſe, nor 
foreign to the duties of my profeſſion, 
if I made the public partakers of the 
principal helps againſt moſt diſeaſes, 
which I had either learned by experience, 
deduced from rational principles, or re- 
ceived from my friends. And I flatter 
myſelf that the philanthropy, peculiar 
to gentlemen of liberal education, will 
prevail on thoſe who have had the ad- 
vantage of being regularly bred, to 
forgive this attempt, in conſideration 
of the benefits it may be attended 
with to the public. 


As it is not my intention to write a 
compleat ſyſtem of medicine, I ſhall not 
confine myſelf to the uſual order obſerved 
in medical treatiſes, my purpoſe being 
to point out the means of cure, rather 
than definitions and deſcriptions of diſea. 
ſes, and to propoſe Remedies confirmed by 
Practice, not mere oonjectures; therefore 
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the enſuing Treatiſe on Specrfic Medicines, 
I have recommended a few peculiar and 
approved Remedies, far the cure ofthe moſt 
common diſorders, which I have always 
found to ſtand" me in- ſtead upon every 
urgent occafion, by which means the 
middling and poorer ſort of people (for 
whoſe benefit this work was. chiefly in- 
tended) have it in their power to obtain. 
relief in the ſeveral diſeaſes, herein after. 
treated on, at an eaſy expence, without 
being over-loaded with a farrago of in- 
conſiſtent compoſitions, which anſwer 
no other ends than prolonging a diſor- 
der, and — an e $ ng 


The rich who can afford to pay 

a Phyfician, for his daily attendance, 
are not in ſo great a neceſſity of 
ſuch aids as theſe (though it is rea- 
ſonably to be ſuppoſed, that people in 
affluent, as well as thoſe in indigent 
circumſtances, would willingly get rid of 
a diſeaſe as ſoon as poſſible ;) but the fees 
of Phyſicians are at preſent fo very ex- 
orbitant, that very few of the lower 
* cClaſ 
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claſs. can afford to pay them; and a poor 
man when he is ill, thinks it enough to 
have his means diſſipated by abſence from 
his buſineſs, without calling in Phylic to 
advance his ruin: For theſe reaſons the 
loweſt price is fixed on each of the me- 
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| dicines, though no expence has been 
4 ſpared, to render them highly replete 
with power, in order to anſwer the 
= ſeveral purpoſes for which they are 


= Intended, and they may be depended 
| | on for working, (by the Grace of God) 
1 à compleat cure of the diſorders, to 
l which they are appropriated (if it is in 
the power of medicine) according to 
that excellent rule of * Us, 4 Veh, ex- 
peditionſy, nd 54 pax at on 


As nubing but the 511 merit of a 
1 thing, ought to procure it a favourable 
. reception, whatever might be ſaid in its 
3 | may I N70 85 Ty granite.” any 


* n Ian's medici dieet ut . ut edle- 
riter, ut jucunde curet. C. 
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great encomĩiums on any of the Remedies 
herein mentioned, (though perhaps'. a 
different method would have pleaſed 
ſome people better) and any perſon's 
on experience will convince him, who 
has made a trial of them himſelf, that 
whatever is or can be ſaid of r 
fall far Mort of what hoy: — 187 
«ol Mandal thel „ 
1 am ĩndebted to my friends for, others I 
have purchaſed at no little expence, and 
in order to be convinced of their real effi- 
cacy before I offered them to the public, 
(beſides proving them in my private 
practice) I ordered them to be. diſtributed 
to the poor, gratis, on whom I had the 
ſatisfaction to find they had happy effects. 
- Moreover I have alſo mentioned the 
moſt ſelect and approved Speciſias in the 
whole Materia Medica, together with each 
different diſorder, with an intent ta direct 
ſome who may, lire remote from any me- 
| _ dical aſſiſtance, i in many caſes, how to ap- 
ply a remedy themſelves, or leave them 
to their choice what method to take, for 
their relief; and to convince others that the 
Er 5 p 4 Remedies 
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moved. Thus When there is a redun- 
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Remedies 1 hive recommended, in this 
little treatiſe, - hobo; + — upon 8 
juſt and rational foukdation,”” 
Bot iths to be rotherved; * of 
ele Remedies ate poſſeſſed of ab- 
ſolute and never falling virtues, and 
that their ſucceſs depends upon cer- 
tain limited conditions and circumſtances, 
which ought'to be düly HUvVErted to in 
Uſing them. Beſides, though "they ate 
Ef fitigulir uſe wen uſed, Heverthe- 
kefs they are not of ſo Wich ſervice, 
properly prepared for 
them, and die "obſtacles" that might 
impair, or or hinder their operation fe- 


dance of Blood, and the prime viæ ate 
Gvereharged with ſordes, veneſoction muſt 
be uſed, and the Mömach and inteſtines 


free from the load of crude, bilious atid 
excrementitious filtirineſs, before Fpreifics 


can be of any great ſervice. In à parti- 
char manner care Thould be taken that 
"the prime vir be Freed from impure 
and viſcid Juices, by which the force 
ae 2 greatly obtitnded, br 

totally 
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totally, ſuffocated ; whereas, when... theſe; 
are cleanſed. the texture of the mediging 
remains entire, and produces its defired 
effe& on the nervous ſubſtance of the 
ſtomach and inteſtines, , as is obvious 
with reſpect to emetics, purgatives, opi- 
ates, &. — 8 —— 
duce canſiderable effects. | 


kor theſe. reaſons 1 * been very 
particular in. the directions which are 
given with each Remedy herein particu- 
larly recommended, with regard to Bleed- 
ing, Purging,, Vomiting, Diet and Exer- | 
Jie, whereby the mn is enabled to 
ceſſary; and whery ede he: 
firſt taken, I WS _ it e . 
a wi wal] 


— Anat caution- <a you 4 
fluous, if daily experience did not evince 

the neceſſity of it; for vegitnts occuritre 
moro (oppoſe a recent diſtemper) is as 
common and as ſenſible a maxim as pru- 
neg ever eſtabliſhed in the world. | 
00 ä d 2 is 
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is therefore moſt adviſcable to adminiſter 
theſe Remedies, as directed in the printed 
papers, ſealed up with them, on the 
firſt attack of a diforder, before the pa- 
tient's conſtitution” and purſe are ex- 
hauſted, and ſuch ravages made in the 
habit as are not retrievable without the 
utmoſt hazard, and the frequent repe- 

tition of the medicines; the firſt quan- 
tity of which would in the beginning 
have been ſufficient for the reftoration of 
health,” i 


# * 
n 


In this at VT | the author's difinte- 
reſtedneſs and His attention to the public 
good cannot be controverted'; for if this 
advice is purſued, all the advantage he 
could propoſe, would be what might tariſe 
from the ſale of the firſt quantity of the 
dicine ; whereas if the adminiſtration is 
deferred till the progreſs of the diſorder 
bas rendered it more obſtinate, double 
or treble that quantity might be neceſſary, 
and r ag his « profis be — 
in pe 
nn en oY 2 ww 
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But let not this be underſtood to diſ- 
courage the exhibition of the medicine 
even in the very laſt and worſt ſtage of 

2. diſorder ; for innumerable inſtances 
might be collected of their / efficacy 
in this ſtate, when the patient has been 
thought, not to * . A mae, 


* a aer. we 


1 had intended not to 5 pyt my name 
to this book, as by concealing it, I might 
have ſcreened . myſelf from the cenſure 
of. ſame « of the little critics, and perhaps 
from the ineers of the malicious amongſt 
my brethren. Indeed I have omitted it 
in the title Page, but as many perſons 


may be willing to conſult me, and as I 
could with ay conſulted in all tedious 


and obſtinate diſorders, I have ſubſcribed 
it to this Introduction; being much of 
opinion with the ingenious Sydenham, 
That it is better to ſerve mankind, even 
at the expence of ones reputation, than 
to be commended by them, and highly 
e conducive to tranquillity of mind ; po- 


1 pular applauſe being lighter than a 
O08 feather, 


4 


with rancor, envy, and other diabolical 


< feather, or 2 bubble, and leſs ſub- 
4 ſtantiab than a dream.” The great Boer- 
haave has obſerved (for even he had 
his enemies) That the ſureſt remedy 
4 againſt ſcandal is to liue it down, by a 


4 perfoverance in well doing, and by 


praying to God, that he would cure 
© the diſtempered minds of thoſe who 
cc traduce and 1 injure us.” An excellent 


method this, efpecially as it keeps our 


minds contented and unruffied, whilft the 


hearts of our enemics are overflowing 


, — = : 
FAY | 1 2 1 . ” 4 


W. FARRER. 


\ 


N. B. Such perſons as deſire to conſult the 
Doctor, may ſend their caſes to him, to be 
left at Mr. Fletcher's and Co. bookſellers, at 
the Oxford Theatre, in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 
and all letters (poſt paid) ſhall be anſwered > 
ſoon as the diſtance of place will admit. 8 


In ſtating their caſes they are deſired to 
be very particular with regard to the ſymp- 
toms of their diſorder, length of time they 
have been afflicted, what means they have 
already uſed, likewiſe their age, preſent de- 


gree of ſtrength, conſtitution, habit of body, 
&c, &. 
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The Reader is deſired to correct the following Etrata. 


m the Introduction p. xxvii. for eccuritre r. occurrite ; 


P- xXXViil. of ditto r. for dicine r. medicine. 

The running title hould have been Specific Medicines 3 
inſtead of Specific Remedies ; p. 6. I. 2. dele and ; p. $- 
1. 3. for ſo read too ; f. 11. 1. 15. dele the : at the end of 
intermittent; p. * . - 2; wap Pagan y ary _ with 
a curative ; p. 19. I. 5, for r i 3 p. 27. 
I. 6, dele thè a; p. 28. 1.71 read hehia, 1. 22, Br fits 
read firft ; p. 29. 1.4, for nerves r. nervous ; p. 30 l. 6, 
for Powder r. EleAuary ; p. 32.1. 1 for of r. and; p. 37. 
I. 22, for fetida, r. fetid; p. 43 for Chap. vi. r. Chap. vii. 


and fo on viii, ix, x, xi, xii. p. 5 2, 1.14 for whoſe, r. who; 


1125 for prevent, r. perverts ; p. 6/, I. 7, dele the r at 


end of the word ed ; p. 70 l. 11, for the purp ofe 
1. this purpoſe ; p. 84.1. = 4 oh 8 9 Ef 
terminated ; p. 84, L 2. for. fateenth, r. fixticth ; p. 100, 
in the note, for _— r. Alpinus ; p. 101, the paragraph 
which begins, © In ſeminal Fluxes, &c. ought to haye 
been inſerted after che two which follow it. 
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* INC E it is certain from expe- 
| 8 . rience that ſome medicines have 
| a kind of peculiar and Specific 


* Efficacy, in the cure of particular 
diſorders, and are for that reaſan preferable 
to others, I ſhall conſider ſome of thoſe me- 


dicines, which from long experience have 


been found peculiarly beneficial in the cure 


of certain diſcaſes. 


SOHO E N N: 


** 
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But by Specifics I would not be underſtood 

to mean ſuch medicines as infallibly, and 

in all patients, produce the fame falutary 

effects, and never fruſtrate the hopes of him 

who preſcribed them, for ſuch medicines are 

no where to be found ; becauſe the operations 

and effects of remedies are not formally inhe- 

rent in themſelves, but depend upon the + 
: mutual action and re- action of the medicine 

i upon the body, and the body upon the me- 


Therefore, by Specifics, I mean no more , 
than ſuch medicines as are more efficacious, 
and leſs fallible, than others in the cure of 
particular diſorders ; for ſome medicines con- ** 
tain elements, or principles, every one of 
which contributes to remove the cauſe of 
a diſorder, ſo that the compound or medi- 
cine itſelf, anſwers various intentions of cure 
at once. Thus Rhubarb is preferable to all 
other laxatives in the cure of a Diarrhæa, 
becauſe it not only evacuates, but alſo, by 
its balſamic bitterneſs, blunts and corrects the 
acrid, and cauſtic humours, and when the 
purging is over, corroborates the relaxed 
tone of the viſcera by its earthy ſubaſtringent 
P articles, 
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Thus alſo in diſeaſes of the breaſt, and 
coughs proceeding from diſorders of the 
ſtomach, in order to cleanſe the primæ viz, 
Manna is preferable to all other laxatives, 
on account of its ſweetneſs, which obtunds, 


and corrects the corroſive, er ths and acrid 
humours. 


Other remedies are called Specifics, be- 
cauſe their virtues and powers of produc- 
ing certain effects in particular diſeaſes, are 
confirmed by long experience. Hence the 
Peruvian Bark is a Specific for ſtopping 
the paroxyſms of Intermittent Fevers; Mer- 
curials for curing the Lues Venerea, and 
Opium, for alleviating pain. 


Some medicines are called Specifics, be- 
cauſe they are more friendly than others 
to the parts affected; and by their virtue 
have a particular influence upon them. 
Thus the nerves, - together with the ner- 
vous and , membranous parts, are happily 
affected by medicines abounding * with a 
ſubtle, aromatic, and fragrant oil; whereas 
bad effects are produced in them by Nar- 
cotics, Opiates, and Aſtringents. The ſto- 
mach is delighted with acids, by means 
of which appetite and digeſtion are pro- 
moted; but the bronchia of the lungs 

B 2 are 
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are injured and ſtimulated into ſpaſms by 
them. Cantharides, and Inſects abounding 
with a volatile cauſtic ſalt, neither affect 
the ſtomach nor inteſtines, but the urinary 
ducts of the kidneys, the ureters, bladder, 
and urethra, are vellicated and agitated 1 into 
ſpaſmodic ſtrictures by them, 


Thus we are to form our judgments of 
the virtues. of Specifics, which ought to be 
frequently uſed, and much eſteemed by phy- 
ficians; and I ſhall now proceed to con- 
ſider what Specefics are appropriated and 
adapted to particular diſorders ; and firſt, 


» 


Y 
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of INTERMITTENT Fevers er Acurs. 


HOUGH every Intermittent is not 
of a very dangerous nature, yet 
hardly any Fever requires à ſtricter regi- 
men, and a more cautious method of cure, 
than thoſe of the Tertian and Quartan 
kind; ſince theſe, if proper meaſures are 
not taken, bring on violent and incurable 
diſeaſes, ſuch as flow and hectic Fevers, 
ſudden Swellings of the Feet, Dropſies, 
Contractions, and violent Pains in the 
Limbs, flatulent and hypocondriacal diſ- 


orders, and various ſpaſmodic and convul- 


five diſeaſes; and in children, Epilepſies; 


all which' diſorders generally ſucceed the 


prepoſterous and 100 liberal uſe of aſtrin- 


gents, before a due correction and evacu- 


ation of the excrementitious matter, 


T his matter, which excites, and ſuſtains 
theſe febrile commotions, is of a ſaline, ful- 
phuycoms, and active nature, which, in my 

opinion, 


LY 
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opinion, is principally lodged in the prime 
vie, and partly in the biliary ducts of the li- 
ver, and partly in the duodenum ; for in this 


cavity, the bilious, and falival humours, eſ- 


pecially the pancreatic juice, being vitiated 
by their mutual fermentation, with the 
crudities, ariſing from bad digeſtion, by their 
continuance, and ſtagnation, generate a viru- 
lent matter of this kind, which being ſuc- 


ceſſively conveyed hence, through the lacteal 


veſſels to the blood, and with it in a ſufficient 


quantity, to the nervous coats of the head, 
ſpinal marrow, ſtomach, inteſtines, and other 


ſecretory, and excretory ducts, excites an u- 


niverſal ſpaſm ;"during which the blood is firſt 
forced to the interior, and larger veſſels, and 
afterwards, when the ſyſtaltic motion of the 
heart, and arteries is increaſed, the circula- 
tion of the whole maſs of blood, and hu- 
mours, is accelerated, the obſtructions in the 
minute veſſels of the nervous parts are re- 
moved; and when the ſpaſm remits, and the 
excretory duds are relaxed, the febrile 
matter is carried off, either by ſweat or per- 
ſpiration, after which the paroxyſm ceales,' 
till a ſufficient quantity of the like excre- 
mentitious matter, being again conveyed from 
the primæ vie, to the blood, and nervous 


| 1 bring; on a freſh paroxyſm. 


With 
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With regard to the cure of Intermittent 
Fevers, or Agues, and eſpecially in order 


to check their paroxyſms, the Peruvian 
Bark is greatly celebrated, becauſe, beſides 


its aſtringent quality, and that by which it 
ſtops febrile motions, which it has in com- 
mon with many other medicines, ſuch as 
the preparations of  Vitriol and ' Alum, the 
roots of Tormentil and Biſtort, it is alſo, 
in conſequence of its bitter balſamic prin- 
ciple, poſſeſſed of a ſingular efficacy for 
correcting the morbific matter, and corro- 
borating the languid ſolids. 


It is certainly an excellent antifebrile, 
and I have found it both ſafe and effica- 
cious in Epidemical Fevers. But it is al- 
ways more ſafe in patients of delicate, hot, 
and briſk conſtitutions, as alſo, when the 
urine depoſits a ſediment, and the perſpi- 
ration is freely carried on, than in languid, 
melancholic, and phlegmatic patients, wo- 
men who labour under a ſuppreſſion ot 
the Menſes, and thoſe in whom the uſual 
excretions are defective. Hence, after the 
exhibition of the Bark, motion of the 
body is carefully to be enjoined; and 
not cold, but hot 8858 preſeribed for 
drink. 


* o "= — 7 
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- But i in che: paroxylin, hot liquors, ſuch as 
Tea, and coffee, are highly improper, be⸗ 
cauſe they ſo much exagitate the acrid and 
bilious humours of the blood, and greatly 
encreaſe both the heat, and anxieties; for 
Hippocrates informs us, that Hot liquors 
are not expedient in Tertians, but rather ſuch 
as are cold. *” But out of che paroxyſm, 
theſe warm potions are of ſingular ſervice, 
eſpecially when the body is ſufficiently ſo- 

K 3 | 


Caſcarilla Bark is alſo an excellent me- 
dicine in Intermittent Fevers, on account of 
its balſamic, ſulphureous, © anodine, earthy, 
and aſtringent principles; but, becauſe it ge- 
nerally throws the blood into preternatural 
commotions, and excites a violent heat, it 
ought not to be uſed in bilious habits, and 
thoſe ſubject to impetuous motions of their 
fluids; and if it is preſcribed for ſuch, only a 
very ſmall doſe of it muſt be uſed. But for 
languid and phlegmatic patients, as alſo for 
women, it may be more freely preſcribed ; 
upon which occaſions, it is moſt commodi- 
ouſly mixed with the Bark. 


Amongft 
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: Amongſt the Specifics alſo for Intermit- 
mo. are generally reckoned the flowers f 
common Camomile, ſo much extolled by 
Baglivi; becauſe, both on account of their 
bitterneſs, oil, and antiſpaſmodic virtue, they 
are highly efficacious in Fevers, and by their 
oa N reſtore the tone of the 


But if logmintencs are - highly obſtinate, 
which is generally owing to an obſtruction 
of the pancreas; this obſtruction is by no- 
thing more -efficaciouſly removed than by 
Mercurius Dulcis, and Antimonial Sul- 
phur, corrected and prudently exhibited. 


In Quartans, the moſt celebrated Speciſic 
is the Eſſence of Rhubarb and Gentian, 
prepared with the Lixivium of the Salt of 
Tartar, and the urinous ſpirit of Sal Am- 
moniac; for in Quartans the liver, and its 
veſſels, are full of groſs blood, the biliary 
ducts are infarcted with a thick and tough 
bile, and the prime. vie overloaded with 
acid crudities ; hence this medicine, becauſe 
it corrects and ſweetens the acid humours, 
diſſolves and attenuates the ſtagnant blood 
and lenteſcent bile, reſtores a due balſamic 
quality to it, and purges gently, is prefer- 
able almoſt to all others. But when Quar- 
29! C tans 
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tans are ſo inveterate and obſtinate as to 
elude the force of all other medicines, 
Mercurius Dulcis, or diaphoretic Mercury 
duly prepared, are highly efficacious; but 
above all, I would particularly recommend 

my STRENGTHENING ELECTUARY, Which an- 
ſwers every intention of cure, and its efficacy 
in every ſpecies of Agues, has been con- 
firmed by long Experience. 


Childbed women labouring under In- 
termitent Fevers ſuffer very much, and are 
afflicted with hiſteric ſymptoms, unleſs their 
Lochia are duly attended to, eſpecially when 
this evacuation, together with the Fever, is too 
ſoon ſuppreſſed by abſorbents. In this caſe 
the medicine above-mentioned affords the 
greateſt relief; it is alſo highly beneficial 
mi many other diſeaſes ariſing from ſome fault 
of the uterus ; particularly in an overflowing 
of the Menſes and Lochia in a falling down 
of the Fundament and Womb; and in that 
ſpecies of Gonorrhæa, which is owing to a 
f weakneſs 1 in the n veſſela. ä 


* 
* e 
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tions, and thoſe who have been accuſtomed 


to miſcarry, and eſpecially when any of the 
"Symptoms, uſually preceding a miſcarriage 
er the taking of this medicine is at- 


. | 
:£ * * tended 
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tended with the moſt happy conſequences, 
as it ſurpriſingly ſtrengthens the mother, and 
fcetus, and thereby enables the woman to 
an e nates. 


I ſhall juſt mention, by way of caution, 
that all Opiates and Anodynes ought abſo- 
lutely to be abſtained from in the cure of 
Intermittents; for though they mitigate, and 
ſometimes ſuſpend the paroxyſm, they yet 
impair the ſtrength, and diſturb the whole 
progreſs, and falutary criſis of the Fever; 
Jo that the cauſe of the diſorder becomes 
ſtronger, and the paroxyſms far more violent. 


In order to prevent the frequent relapſes, 
of intermittents, and eſpecially of tertian Fe- 
vers, there is. ho more ęffectual method 
than to avoid all ſuch things as have a ten- 
dency to generate them; and ſince, when 
the body is exhauſted by the Fever, the ap- 
petite, on is departure, is generally very 
keen, while the ſtomach and nature are as 
yet but weak and languid, it frequently hap- 
pens, that new crudities are regenerated in 
the prime vie, which lay a foundation, ei- 
ther for a ſlow Fever, or a relapſe into the 
former, which was before removed. Hence, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary, that ghoſe who are juſt 

recovered from a Fever, ſhould eat light ſup- 


C 2 Pers, 
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pers, and aliments of an eaſy digeſtion, and 
uſe proper meaſures to ſupport the ſtrength 

of their ſtomachs, eliminate the ſordes from 
the primæ viæ, and deterge the remains of 
the diſorder, if there are any. For which 
Purpoſes, the EL RAR ſhould be taken 
twice a day, OT e eee! 
gone off. 
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Of an AsTama,, end Diſeaſes of the Breaſt. 


TT is an old but true maxim, not only 

of phyſicians. but alſo of the vulgar 
and illiterate part of mankind, that life and 
reſpiration are ſo inſeparably connected as 
to go hand in hand. That life, and all the 
ſeveral functions ſubſervient to its preſer- 
vation, are ſupported by the univerſal cir- 
culation of the blood from the heart to 
all the parts, and thence to the heart again, 
is a circumſtance abſolutely certain. But, at 
the ſame time, it is found equally true, that 
this circulation, and conſequently life, can- 
not ſubſiſt without that partial and leſs ge- 
neral circulation of the humours, which is 
performed through the lungs, from the right 
to the left ventricle of the heart; fince when 
this latter ceaſes, life, and all the functions of 
the animal œconomy are forthwith at an end. 
Since therefore this circulation of the blood, 
through the lungs, cannot be performed with- 
out a free reſpiration, we may caſily judge 


how 
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how much an eaſy and natural breathing 
contributes to the preſervation of life, and 
how detrimental to it a diſorderly, ſuppreſ- 
ſed, or totally obſtructed reſpiration muſt 
neceſſarily be. 


This truth is 3 evinced by thoſe 
diſeaſes which are accompanied with a diffi- 


culty of breathing, which are principally 


ſuch as have their ſeat fixed in the lungs; 
2 Pleuriſy for mſtance, a Peripnumony, a 
Cough, a Phthiſis, Scirruſes, Tubercles, and 
-Impoſthumations of the lungs; but beſides 
theſe, there are many caſes, both within and 
without the thorax, which proving offenſive 
to reſpiration, and the vital circulation of the 
tumours, threaten the higheſt danger, and 
produce that diforder which the Greeks call 


Experience, and daily obſervation, ſufficient- 
ly inform us, that perſons of a ſanguine habit, 
and ſmall but numerous veſſels, as alſo thoſe 
who are corpulent, plethoric, or what we 
call narrot- cheſted, are moſt generally ſub- 
ject to Aſthmas, after any violent commo- 
tion, either of body or mind, eſpecially in 
ths ſpring, and autum. Perſons of this kind 
are ſtill more expoſed to the ſhocks of this 


| _— x they either labour under an 


immo- 
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immoderate flux, or a total ſuppreſſion of 
the menſes, or hzmorrhoidal diſcharges ;- or 
neglect their accuſtomed evacuations of blood, 
whether by ſcarification, or veneſection. They 
are alſo ſubject to the ſame diſorder, if they 
are hypochondriacal, or if the ſtomach and 
inteſtines, in conſequence of a diſturbed and 
irregular periſtaltic : motion, abound with 
flatulencies, or are rack'd with ſpaſms ; and 
they are ſtill more infallibly expoſed to this 
direful train of calamities, if the excretions 
of the peccant and acrid ſerum, by whatever 
emunctories, are either totally ſuppreſſed, or 
carried on in a faint and languid manner. 
An Aſthma may allo ariſe from à repreſſion 
of the fœtid ſweat of the feet, or a ſudden 
and univerſal ſuppreſſion of tranſpiration ; as 
alſo from chronical ulcers, or iſſues unkcaſang- 
_ bly, and imudicioully healed. | 


In every ſpecies of this diſonden, blood-let- 
ting is uſeful, unleſs there be ſome particular 
contra - indication, and when the veſicular and 
vaſcular compages of the lungs are obſtructed 
and infarcted by a viſcid phlegm, Gum Am- 
moniac, Saffron, Peruvian Balſam, and Opo- 
ponax, either reduced into pills, or made into 
an eſſence with tincture of Tartar, are of maſt 
others the beſt Specifics. But in that ſpecies 
of cachectic Aſthma, where the breaſt wr 
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of ſerous and viſcid humours, ſmall quanti- 
ties of Emetic Tartar may be ſucceſsfully 
exhibited, ' in conjunction with an infuſion 
of Manna, in order to reſtore ſuch a de- 
ꝑree of ſtrength to the weakened Lungs, as 
may enable them to reſift the ſtagnant juices. 
In caſes of this nature, well-oorrected Sul- 
phur of Antimony is alſo highly beneficial. 
Squills, in like manner, cautiouſly exhibited, 
are in this diſorder highly extolled, as produc- 
tive of the happieſt effects, both by their in- 
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When old We are ined with an Aſth- 
ma, the diforder generally accompanies them 
to the grave; and that ſpecies of Aſthma, 
awhich ariſes from a diſlocation of the verte- 
re, admits of no cure, till theſe are re- 
duced. The longer, the more frequent. and 
violent the paroxyſms of an aſthma are, the 
greater * there is of a ſuffocation. 


When the ba are affected with ary 
phthiſical diſorder, the beſt Specific is 
"Aﬀes Milk, either alone or mixed with the 
Silterun Waters, which are highly beneficial 
in Diſorders of the Lungs. The moſt an- 
tient phyſicians warmly recommended Milk 
in theſe diſorders, which is obvious from va- 
tious — of Hippocrates; and Galen 

* greatly 


S$xcnric Rewevies. 17 
 priatly extols Milk for a phthiſis *. Areteus 
alſo, one of the moſt ſkilful of the antient 
phyſicians, does not heſitate to affirm, that 
phthiſical patients ſtand in need of no other 


thing for their recovery, but the liberal uſe 
of * ＋. 


Not only Milk, but alſo Whey, when 
- duly prepared, is highly efficacious, and 
even ſometimes is more powerful than Milk, 
in curing the chronical diſorders of the Lungs, 
and the other Viſcera : For if the obſtruc- 

tions of the ſmall veſſels of the Viſcera, which 
generally lay a foundation for chronical diſ- 
orders, are to be removed; if the viſcid and 
' tenacious humours are to be diſſolved ; if the 
emundctories are to be kept open, and the heat 
of the parts allayed by proper moiſture, 
Whey, prepared' of any Milk, is preferable to 
the Milk itſelf ; but in all diſeaſes of the breaſt, 
I can, with the greateſt juſtice, recommend 
my PecToral ELixiR, as an incomparable 
and highly efficacious remedyg;joined with a 
due regimen and method of living, as it not only 
ſtrengthens the weakened parts, but alſo diſ- 


ſolves and diſcuſſes the viſcid juices, by 


" + Lib. 6. Mediod. Modend. cap. 16. 
+ Lib. yi. de Marb. Chronic. 
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8 means it is highly beneficial in Ex- 


ulcerations, Tubercles and Vomicas of the 


Lungs, ariſing from a ſtagnation and con- 
denſation of a viſcid, caſeous, and mucila- 
ginous humour precipitated from the chyle. 


In Catarrhs, Fluxions, Coughs, Empyemas, 


and. Conſumptions, no medicine can excel, 


if any can equal it. 


As Veneſection is 1 0 al, not 4 
for the cure of a beginning Phthiſis, but 
alſo for preventing it in young perſons, ſo it 
is very improper, with curative intention, 
when the ſtrength is greatly exhauſted by the 
diſeaſe and the heat; unleſs perhaps we ſhould 
take away an ounce, or an ounce and an Half 
Me, r of * > 


Draſtic purgatives, ſuch a8 preparations of 
Aloe Scammony, and Hellebore, but more 
eſpecially emetics, are highly prejudicial, not 
only by impairing the ſtrength, but alſo by car- 
rying off the temperate moiſture of the body. 
Hence when the humours are to be derived 


from the breaſt, and gentiy evacuated by 


ſtool, theſe ends are moſt commodiouſly ob- 
rained by laxatives, ptepared of Manna, Ta- 
mariads, Rhubarb, and Senna Leaves. 
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Motion and exerciſe, and eſpecially riding 
on horſeback, is highly commended for the 
cure of a Phthiſis and Hectic, by the moſt 
ſkilful phyſicians, both antient and modern; 
but the beginning of the diſorder, when the 
patient is young and the habit phlethoric, it 
often does more harm than good, by exciting 
a ſpitting of blood. Nor is it expedient 
where the Lungs are violently injured and a 
vomica is ſuſpected, ſince by the brisk mo- 
tion of the horſe or chariot, a fatal inflam- 
mation may be readily brought on; but 
it is far otherwiſe in hypochondriac Con- 
fumptions, in which moderate, and often re- 
peated exerciſe is highly beneficial. 


The more temperate, pure, and ſerene the 
air is, the better it is to phthiſical patients, 
for a moiſt intemperature of the atmoſphere is 
ſurpriſingly injurious to the Lungs, which are 
already relaxed, tumid, and infarcted. 


It is alſo highly expedient to impregnate 
the air ſurrounding the patient with the bal- 
fmic particles ariſing, from fumigations of 
Myrrh, Maſtic, and Amber, or to render the 
air drawn in balſamic, by holding a piece of 
the beſt Myrrh in the . till it is diſ- 
dolved by the ſaliva. 3 | 


D 2 | CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
e Drops v. 


FJ1PPOCRATES 1 1 juſtly obſerved, 

that nothing more directly contributes 
to the production of Dropſies, than the ſup- 
preſſion of uſual and critical evacuations of 
blood, ſuch as the Menſes and Lochia in wo- 
men, and the Hæmorrhoids in men. For 


tt:is reaſon, women are much more ſubject 


to this diſorder than men, eſpecially if the 
menſtrual diſcharge is either defective, or 
ſuppreſſed, or abſolutely ceaſes for ſome time; 
but this misfortune principally happens to 
thoſe women who lead a ſedentary life, in- 
dulge themſelves in eaſe or ſleep, or have 
been long afflicted with exceſſive care and 
grief, which have fo ſurpriſing an influence, 
that by deſtroying the vigour, tone, and 
| ſtrength, of the * and moving fibres, 


they + 
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they render the circulation of the blood lan- 


guid, and r. e a r thi of 
the ſecretions. 


A more Cy tis ea hardly b be 
advanced, for the cauſe of the ſwelling of 
the body in a Dropſy, of the ſecretion of the 
ſerum from the blood, and of its ſtagnation 
in the cavities, than a too flow and languid 
circulation of the blood, eſpecially through 
be more evident, if we - conſider how eaſily 
the circulation of the blood, through the 
veins, is ſtopped, and that, principally, for 
theſe reaſons. The motion of the blood 
through the veins, from the inferior, 
to the ſuperior parts, is, in conſequence, 
of their perpendicular ſituation, and the 
ſtated laws of hydraulics, much ſlower than 
in the arteries; hence the veins are not only 
more numerous, but have alſo larger-diame- 
ters than the arteries; beſides the coats of the 
veins are highly ſlender, porous, and, con- 
ſequently, capable of allowing thin fluid 
n en Ov: FP 8 


New, if by means of a redundance of. ſe- 
rous humours, the tone and ſtrength of- the 
yellels, — of che yeins, ſhould, in 


conſe- 
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pints; but the greateſt part of the water, 
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conſegbenee of their too great diſtention, 
be impaired and weakened, the circulation 
of the blood through the whole body, which 
regulates all its functions, and preſerves them 
entire, muſt neoeſſarily become languid, and 
be diminiſhed ; as is obvious from the pulſe, 
which, in this caſe, is rate, ſoft, and weak. 
From this languid circulation of the blood 


we deduce the genuine cauſe and reaſon, not 


only of the preternatural ſwelling, but 
alſo of the other ſymptoms. which accom- 
pany a Dropſy, ſuch as wearineſs, heavineſs 
of the body, liſtleſſneſs, and a diminution of 
the ſahatary excretions 1 iar n 
Reel. 


A - 


As for the ehem; collected in the cavities 
of the body, it generally varies, with reſpect 
to its quantity, colour, and confiſtence; 
for ſometimes it is like water, but ſome what 
thicker, and when put over the fire, is con- 
creted into a jelly; at other times, it is yel- 
lowiſh, and not unlike the waſhings of fleſh. 
As for the quantity of the ſerum, this alſo 
varies in proportion to the bulk of the body, 
and the length of the diſeaſe; for ſometimes 
it has been found equal to thirty, ſometimes 
to ſixty, and at other times to one hundred 


Or 
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or ſerum, is contained in the cavity of the 
abdomen, or between the peritonæum and 
muſcles of the abdomen; but that this wa- 
ter is ſometimes included in a ſack, formed 
in the duplicaturę of the peritonæum, is ſuf- 
ficiently obvious, from anatomical obſerva- 
tions; and of this we have a memorable in- 
n recorded wy * Litre d. 


Apen are — = thank 
dangerous and hardly curable diſorders ; but 


if they admit of a cure, Elaterium was by 
the antients extolled as à Specific for this 
purpoſe; and if the body is duly prepared, 
the humours rendered fluid, and emollients 
exhibited, both before and during its uſe, it 
is of all other medicities the moſt efficacious. 
Thus Diaſcorides tells us, That Elaterium 
eis highly beneficial to dropſical patients, 
by evacuating the waters, without danger, 
and , without proving offenſive to the ſto- 
mach. Huicenna, Celſus, Facobus Bonitus, 
and many others, beſtow very high encomiums 
upon this medicine. Among the Eugliſb au- 
thors, Liſter t, e Elaterium 


ro 
1 
ieee eee 


1 See Memoirs 4 7 deademir 4. beinen, for the year 


1707. 
we 1 Lib. iy, cap. rr. = Tiadlat de Hydro 
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to all other purgatives; the latter of theſe 


authors uſes the following words: Elaterium, 
e exhibited in a ſmall quantity, powerfully 
contributes to diſcharge the feces, and 
eliminate large quantities of ſerous and 
* O_o — e 


After Elaterium, Geinbige, about | a cen- 
tury ago, began to be highly celebrated, as 
proper for evacuating the waters; and for 
this purpoſe, half a ſcruple, or twelve grains 
may be exhibited. Extract of Sponge, is, 
for this end, highly recommended by Ru- 
landus; the juices of common Orris, and the 
middle Bark of Elder, are juſtly eſteemed 
efficacious hydragogues, not * by phyſi- 
cians, but alſo by the vulgar. 


As for che operation of theſe medicines, 
it is to be obſerved, that by means of their 
acrid, volatile, and cauſtic principle, they 
vellicate the nervous parts of the ſtomach, 
and by that means excite a vomiting, even 
in ſound perſons ; but in dropfical patients, 
| like emetics prepared of Antimony, they 
operate rather more by ſtool than vomit ; 
perhaps, becauſe the neryous coats of the ſto- 
mach and inteſtines are rendered too flaccid, 
and relaxed by the 1 waters. Hence, 


mild 
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mild and gentle purgatives, are by no means 
_ ” ſufficient to eliminate the great load of wa- 
ters, treaſured up in the whole body; but 
ſuch medicines are required for this purpoſe, 


as by a certain ſubtile, and penetrating ſalt, 
ſtimulate the whole ſyſtem, of the nervous, 
and muſcular parts, eſpecially the ſtomach 
and inteſtines, and by that means eliminate 
large quantities of water, both by ſtool and 
urine ; ſuch a medicine is my SPECIFIC 
[TincTuURE, Which is, of all others, the 
moſt efficacious remedy; and I have uſed it 
very ſucceſsfully; ; there being many inſtances 
of _ perſons having been cured FT. it, 2 
ao or more ſtgols, _ 


 Belides the purgatives ha 8 
chſters are alſo of ſingular efficacy, in eli- 
minating the waters, eſpecially thoſe pre- 

ared from the Roots of Aſarum, the middle 
ark of Elder, the Roots of common Orris, 
the Tops of the leſſer Centaury, Elder Flow- 
ers, and the four carminative Sceds ; toge- 
ther with wine and water, adding a ſufficient 
quantity of the Oil of common Camomile, and 
two drams of Epſom Salt. Among the more 
mild and gentle hydragogues, we may reckon 

a dram or two of the Powder of white Mechoa- 

can, either with or without Cream of Tartar. 

Rhubarb, whether in ſubſtance, or reduced 
into an eſſence, with Terra foliata Tartari, is | 
1 alſo 


1 
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alſo juſtly recommended. Thus Adolphus Or- 


to has, from Montanus, given us a memora- 
ble inſtance of a certain man, who, When 
his abdomen, legs, and whole body, were 
ſwelled to fuch a degree, that his life was 
deſpaired of, had the ſerum” entirely elimi- 
nated, and a perfect ſtate of health reſtored, 
by the continual uſe of Rhubarb, proceeding 


: from Urams to ounces of this rs 


Sudorifies are by no means prger;" da 
the whole body abounds with impure and 
ſordid juices, and when the ſubcutaneous 
emunctories are blocked up and concreted ; 
for dropſical patients are not without great 


| difficulty diſpoſed to ſweat. And if by being 


kept too warm, or by means of volatile ſu- 


dorifics, ſweats ſhould be forced, an inflam- 


mation accompanied with a Fever, or a 
tranſlation of the ſerum to the heart or brain, 
or a Suffocation, or a Lethargy, or an Apo- 
plexy, are juſtly to be dreaded. But when 
the body is freed from the preternatural load 
of humours, both by purgatives and diure- 
tics, and when nature herſelf tends to a freer 
perſpiration, and an evacuation by ſweat, we 
are not to uſe the draſtic, but the more mild 


and gentle I A 


* 
7 
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AE is an involuntary, preterna- 
tural, highly violent and  convulſive 
concuſſion of the nerveo- membranous, and 
conſequently of the muſcular parts of the 
whole body, attended with an abolition of 
the ſenſes, and drawing its origin from a 
ſpaſmodic ſtricture of the membranes ſur- 
rounding the brain, the ſpinal marrow, and 
the nerves ; by which means the ſubtile ner- 
vous fluid, is copiouſly and impetuouſly con- 
veyed into the organs of motion ; but in a 
fmall quantity, and with leſs impetuoſity, 
into thoſe ſubſervient to the AM of ſen- 
ſation. a 


The progreſs and ſymptoms of this diſor- 
der vary in different patients ; for ſometimes 
it ſeizes ſuddenly and unexpectedly ; for 
which reaſon, it is by the Greets called, Epi 
 lepia ; but more frequently a certain train of 

ſymptoms, precede, and, indicate a om 
EB 
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of it, which are accurately deſcribed by ce. 
tius Aurebanus © and Aræteus. 


Women are moſt commonly ſeized with 
this diſorder about the returns of their month- 
ly evacuations; and what deſerves our at- 
tention is, that it is frequently excited by the 
ſlighteſt, and ſeemingly moſt inconſiderable 
cauſes; ſuch as any ſudden commotion of 
mind, a fright, a ſally of paſſion, meditation, 

or cloſe application of mind, intoxicating 
liquors, exceſſive heat or cold, and the uſe 8 
of venery. It is alſo confirmed by number- 
leſs obſervations, that an Epilepſy may be 
produced by drying up old and inveterate ul- 
cers; repelling the itch, cutaneous eruptions, 
achors, and ſcall'd heads; ſince by ſuch a 
prepoſterous practice, the vitious and pec- 
cant matter is driven inwards. 


In child-bed women alſo, in conſequence 
of ſome fault of the uterus, or a retention of 
the Lochi, and in others, on account of a 
defect of the menſes ; fits, violent ſpaſms of 

the inteſtines are obſerved to happen, and 
then an Epilepſy, which is diſtinguiſhed from 
| this diſorder, by the epithet Hyſteric. No- 
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thing is alſo more common than the pro- 
duction of an Epilepſy, accompanied with 
terrible diſtortions, eſpecially in children, by 
worms, either corroding the nerves, coats of 
the inteſtines, or, if dead, ſtimulating them 
by their ſubtile, and putrid exhalations. 


The more terrible and frightful an Epi- 
lepſy is, the more ſollicitous phyſicians have 
been about remedies to remove it, and cer- 
tainly there are many Specifics extolled for 
this purpoſe ; but it is certain, from ex- 
perience, that an hereditary Epilepſy, tho“ 
treated with the moſt proper and beſt choſen 
' medicines, is very difficult to be cured ; nor 
is there a ſmall difficulty to be ſurmounted 
in the cure of an Epilepſy, which is habitual 
and chronical ; which has laſted for many 
years, and by long and frequent paroxyſms 
enervated the body, and, as it were, changed 
the conformation of the veſſels, and mem- 
branes of the brain, 


That Epilepſy terminates unhappily, which is 
not removed about the years of puberty ; or 
in women, about the eruption of the Menſes ; 
as alſo, that which appears after thoſe years, or 
even after the twenty-firſt year of the patient's 
age; for then, it, for the moſt part, diſcovers 
ſome hereditary taint, Thus , Hippocrates in- 

forms 
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<« twenty-firſt year of their age, are ſeized 


„ with an Epilepſy, unleſs that misfortune 
* happens to be hereditary in them “.“ But, 


if this diſeaſe will give way to any medicine, 
my CeemaLlic. Powper bids the faireſt for 
its cure, which is an excellent anti- epileptic, 
and the moſt certain remedy that medicine 


Amongſt the Specifics, uſed and recom- 


- mended by the antients in this diſeafe, the 


Root of White Briony was greatly cele- 
brated +. 


Jobs of Gaddeſden recommends, in epilep- 
tic caſes, a Boar's Bladder boiled, Miſleto, 


and a Cuckow. K 


The Powder of the Lycopodium is uſed in 
Germam, in the cure of Epilepſies in chil- 
dren, from ten grains to thirty. Geoffroy s 
Eſſential Oil of Rue is a moſt excellent re- 
medy, according to Boerbaave; and Tincture 


of Amber is very ſtrongly recommended by 


Boyle, and Helmont, as a very excellent anti- 
| | epileptic 


7 
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epileptioy medicine. It may be taken three 


times a day, in Spaniſh, or Canary Wine, af- 
ter the ſtomach has den e and 
cleanſed; :// + 


Gus gloria ie e tn 
effects of Effluvia, with refpe& to Piony 
Root, which he, by repeated experiments, 
ſatisfied himſelf, cured a lad of an Epilepſy, 
by being hung about his neck; for the di- 


„reer n. e. 


Panarolus, and; Fabius a are very 
copious in their praiſes of the Root of Va- 
lerian; and Dr. Cheyxe remarks, that the Va- 
leriana Sylveſtris Major, is certainly one of 


the moſt active and volatile of the vegetable 


kingdom, and ſeems to act, chieffy, by pro- 
moting perſpiration, and a gentle diaphoreſis. 
The Root powdered, and given with Cinna- 


bar of Antimony, and Powder of Hellebore, 


has frequent good ſucceſs; and a tea made 
of its Leaves, is an admirable diluter, and 
may be long continued with advantage in 
nervous caſes. | 


Native Cinnabar is alſo much recommend- 
ed by Crate, for the cure of an Epilepſy; 


yrhence it is called, the Magnes Epilepſie. 


Salt 
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Salt of Tin was once thought, hy; the ce- 
lebrated Boerbaave, a ſort of Specific in the 
cure of an Epilepſy, from ſome ſucceſsful 
experiments he made with it; but further 
experience convinced him, that it was a cure 
only for that ſpecies of Epilepſy, which is 
cauſed by an acid, ſtimulating the nervous 
coats of the ſtomach and We | 


Dr. T7 1 of l y ch ied 
himſelf entirely, and abſolutely, of the moſt 
violent, conſtant, and habitual Epilepſy, that 

perhaps was ever known, after having, in 
# 'vain, tried all the methods of medicines, 
adviſed by the moſt eminent phyſicians of his 
time, by a total diet of Milk, without bread, 
or any other vegetable; and Cheyne himſelf 
ſays, That a total Milk and vegetable Diet, 
is as abſolutely neceſſary for the total cure 
„of an Epilepſy, as it is for ae — or 
«2 Conſumprion” *, ks 
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HS ®* Chryne's Eng liſs Malady. 


M 'ConvuLlSIONS. 

F \OnvvuLisrons, and other ſpaſmodic diſ- 
| orders, - principally exert their tyranny 
upon the nervous, fibrous, and membraneous 
parts; and as theſe are copiouſly interwoven 
with other muſcular, glandular, cartilaginous, 
and bony parts, they alſo draw them into 
conſent, and excite violent commotions in 
them. | 


| Here appears the difference between Con- 
vulſions, and an Epilepſy ; for as the pri- 
mary cauſe of the latter is ſituated in the Pia 
and Dura Mater, thoſe nervous-membranes, 
which cover the brain, and the other parts of 
the head; ſo on the contrary, the cauſe of 
Convulſions, is principally to be ſought for 
in thoſe membranes, - which ſurround the ſpi- 
nal marrow, and the nerves diſtributed from 
it. The ſymptoms alſo of theſe two diſorders, 
are different, tho* moſt of them on account of 
the intimate conſent of theſe nervous mem- 
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branes are found to have a great affinity with 
each other, and are happily cured, together 
with that odd diſeaſe, called St. Vitus Dance, 
by one and the ſame medicine, viz. my CE- 
PHALIC ELECTAR Y, Which allays the ex- 
orbitant motions, and by a Specific virtue, 
oppoſite to the ſubile, ſulphureous vapours, 
which are impacted in the nerves and ſup- 
port the Convulſions, effectually ſubdues 
them. A proper regimen, a ſerene and mild 
air, and frequent exerciſe, are expedient, and 
muſt be paid due attention to in the cure of 
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CHAP. VL 
Of Hwyoouonariac and Her BRIe Disoa biss 


POCKONDRIAC and Hyſteric Diſorders, 
have a great affinity, and principally 
exert their violence by inflating, and ſpaſ- 
modically contracting the inteſtines, by which 
means they draw the whale nervous * 
into conſent. | 


I apprehend both theſe diſorders are 
produced by a relaxation, and weakneſs 
of the abdominal viſcera; for the whole 
world can furniſh us with very few in- 
ftances of hyſterical, or hypochondriacal, 
perſons, amongſt thoſe, whoſe habitual way 
of living procures and preſerves a due ten- 
fity and ſtrength̃ of the fibres; thus women, 
whoſe ſubſiſtence depends upon their labour, 
and men inured to ſtrong eke eſpecially 
in the country air, who go ſoon in the even- 
ing to bed, and riſe with the fim, or before 
it, who drink their liquors cold, and thoſe of 
no very ſpirituous fort, may die of acute, 
or chronical diſtempers, but are utter ſtran- 
gers to the very names of Hyſterics, Va- 

F 2 pours, 
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pours, and hypochondriac affections. Where- 


as, thoſe whoſe affluence of fortune permits 
them to indulge in eaſe and indolence ; who 
ſleep much, and that long in the morning, 
and in conſequence thereof, go to bed un- 
ſeaſonably late; who drink copiouſly of warm 
liquors, as tea; all which debilitate and de- 
ſtroy the tone of the animal fibres, veſſels, 
and viſcera; moſt of theſe do a ſevere pe- 
nance for their folly, and expiate their diſ- 
obedience to the laws evidently pointed out by 
nature, and providence, as Sydenham expreſſes 
it, by a purgatory of hyſterical © or hypochon- 
driacal tortures. 


as: is of opinion that 5 diſorders 
are different from each other, contrary to the 
ſentiments of moſt medicinal writers. And 
it muſt be confeſſed, that the circumſtances 
of tumours being found in the Ovaria, and 
region of the uterus, upon the diſſection of 
hyſterical ſubjects, ſeems to favour his ſyſtemi. | 
I ſhould, however, ſuſpect, that theſe tu- 
mours, full of ſtagnating juices, are rather 
the effects, than the cauſes of Hyſterics; for 
when the veſſels of the uterus, and thoſe ad- 
jacent to it, are extremely relaxed, the fluids 
which ought to be propelled through them, or 
diſcharged from them, ſtagnate, and acquire 
- bee of acrimony, which producin g ſpaſ- 
| onda | 
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modic conſtrictions increaſe their propenſity 
to retain the fluids, ' which in an healthy ſtate 
ought to be (conveyed through them. It is 
further worthy of remark, that the Uterus, 
and female organs of generation, are ex- 
tremely nervous, and ſenſible parts. Hence, 
ſome variety of ſymptoms may ariſe; and 
ſuppoſing hyſterical, and hypoctiondrigcal af- 
fections, to be excited by the fame cauſe, 
many ſpaſmodic diſorders, hyſteric fits, and 
convulſive ſtrangulations, may be produced 
in one ſex, from anch the other, deſtitute of 
ſuch parts, may, in a grear meaſure be er- 
empted. 


No diſorders are more troubleſome, either 
to the patient, or phyſician, than hypochon- 
_ and 3 affections. | 
| —_ 

Theſe difbfders have, Wo" 1 their pe- 
culiar Specifics, by which they are allayed; 
the moſt conſiderable of which are, hot and 
cold medicinal waters, baths, proper exerciſe, 
fætida gums, and medicines; ſuch as Aſa Fz- | 
tida, Sagapenum, Opoponax and Caſtor, which 
may be exhibited alone, in the form of pills, 
or rather with purgatives; ſuch as corrected 
Aloes, or the extracts of Rhubarb, and black 
Hellebore z or mixed with Myrrh and Saffron, | 
But no medicine can anſwer the various in- 

a, tentions 
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tentions of cure better than my CAr HOL 
Puts, which ſurpriſingly allay the ſpaſms, 
corroborate the tone of the nervous parts, 
and colliquate, and gently evacuate the viſcid 
humours. If the patient be not of a flender 
and bilious habit of body, an infuſion of 
Gentian, Angelica, Wormwood, Centaury, 
Orange Peel, and other ſtrengthening ſim - 
ples, in Canary Wine, does great ſervice, 
2. few. ſpoonfuls of it being taken thrice a 
day ; and I have found ſome women remark- 
ably relieved by drinking for ſome nights 
ſucceſſively, a large draught of Canary alone, 


at bed time. 


Great relief is alſo to . 
due regimen, which, if neglected, will ren- 
der all methods of cure fruitleſs, and ineffec- 
tual. Proper aliments are to be moderately 
uſed, ſince when the prime vie are full of 
acrid and bilious fordes, the moſt nutririve 
ſubſtances are moſt . prejudicial, according to 
Hippocrates, who tells us, That the more 
< we nouriſh perſons whoſe juices are im- 
pure; the more injury we do them 
Nor ought the appetite to be indulged too 
much, eſpecially at ſupper, for abſtinence. is 


— — — ——— — 
* Aphor. X. Sect. 2. 
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chiſeaſes. All kinds of malt liquors load the 
ſtomach, and are offenſive to it, but hot and 
ſpirituous liquors are found ſtill more pre- 
judicial. However, old and generous wine, 
diluted with water, and drank ſparingly, 
may be allowed to ſtrengthen the ftomach. 
In ſanguine and plethoric patients, pure wa- 
ter alone, if the ſtomach is capable of bearing 
it, is highly beneficial, fince excellently al- 
hays the commotions of the blood. But in 
alleviating theſe diforders, nothimg is ſo pow- 
erful and efficacious, as due exercife, which 
ought never to be ſeparated from the other 
means of cure; for by this the circulation of 
the blood and humours, together with a ſa- 
lutary tranſpiration, and a due ſecretion. and ex- 
cretion are promoted, the humours rendered 
more fluid, their paſſage through the lungs 
remarkably facilitated, the motion of the 
ſtomach and inteſtines, and conſequently the 
digeſtion, excellently aſſiſted. 


As . 
ſo nothing is more hurtful and pernicious, 
when made . uſe of unſeaſonably, or in an 
improper place; for it is abſurd and ridi- 
culous to uſe it too often, on account of the 
ſuppoſed thicknels of the blood; ſince by 
this means, thoſe who are * too weak, 

by 
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by an exceſſive loſs of blood are rendered 
ſtill weaker: on the contrary, when the veſſels 
are turgid with blood, or the uſual evacua- 
tions of blood totally ſuppreſſed, liberal ve- 
neſection is not only expedient, / but | highly 

a advantageous ; nor ought this eyacuation to 
be made from the arm, ae. in certain 
N eines are chief celebrated 

; in the cure of theſe diſorders ; but as theſe 

are highly beneficial, when properly exhi- 
bdited, fo alſo nothing is more certainly pre- 
judicial and deſtructive than the uſe of them, 
without any regard to time, or other circum- 
ſtances of importance. If the ſpaſms are vio- 
lent, the viſcera obſtructed, the patient co- 
fſtive, the humours redundant, and the prime 
viz loaded with crudities; we are to ab- 
ſtain from an immoderate uſe of them; be- 
cauſe in this caſe, tlie diſorders eaſily dege- 
nerate into a cachexy. But when the ſpaſms 
are remitted, and the maſs of blood dimi- 
niſhed, they are of ſingular ſervice, by ren- 
dering the excretions more free; only they are 
to be preſcribed with a ſufficient quantity of 
| diluting" liquors,” and a due degree of ex- 

| erciſe. „ 
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When flatulencies become ſtagnant, and fo 
pent up, as to diſtend the nervous coats of 


the ſtomach and inteſtines, with violent 


gripings, theſe pills that I have juſt recom- 


mended are a moſt powerful Specific for their 


diſcuſſion. Orange Peel, Chamomile Flowers, 
Caraway and Cummin Seeds, have alſo been 
found effectual; becauſe on account of the 
ſubtile vaporous oil, which they contain, 
they are anodyne, and mitigating, and by 
their bitter aromatic, and fragrant principle, 
corroborative, and proper to reſtore the tone 
of the parts; by which means the crudities 
which are the cauſe and fomes of the flatu- 
lencies are afterwards copiouſly eliminated. 
Continual Fear and Diffidence, are almoſt con- 


| ſtant ſymptoms, and I ſhall finiſh this ſubje&t 


with a ſhort ſtory taken from Dr. Mead *, 
which, as he ſays, may ſeem ridiculous, but 


is true, and ſhews the whimſicalneſs, if 1 


may ule the expreſſion, of this diſorder. A 
certain Fellow of a college, by too much 
« indulging a ſedentary life, was fo 

« aflited with this diſorder, that he was at 
length obliged to take to his bed, and 


his hypochondnaciſm gradually role to that 


. 


2 ** ** ä 


—gyLB A. 4 _ * 2 2 — 


* Mead's Medical precepts and Cautions, p. 267. 


— 


* 


4* OssERVYATIONs on 


5+ of death, In that fit he ordered his paſſing :- 
e knell to be rung in a church, nor far 

5 from his chambers; which was accordingly 
„done; but in ſo bungling a manner, in his 
t opinion, (for he had been a famous ringer 
in his younger days) that in a violent 
6 paſſion he jumped out of bed, ran to the 
church, chid the ſexton, and told him, he 
* would ſhew him the true way of ringing, 
*. whereupon he graſped the rope, and fell ta 
work with fuch vehemence, that he ſoon 
* wrought himſelf into a muck ſweat, then 
returned to bed, in order to die contented ; 
„put he was diſappointed, for the exerciſe al 
< reſtored him to life and health.“ Thus, as 
Hippocrates formerly obſerved, Contraries are 

the remedies of contraries.” * 


4 4 * 
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CHAP. VI. 
Of the Jaunvptce: 2 


F HE FEY is a diſorder ariſing | from. | 
a vitiated; and corrupted ſtate of the 
blood and humours, by means of an excre - 
mentitious bile, proceeding from a fault of che 5 
bilious dudts, greatly injuring the functions of 
the whole body, and rendering the ſkin of an EM 
unſeemly yellow, or livid colour. It is agreed. 1 
upon, among all phyſicians, that in a Jaun- | 
dice, the liver is almoſt always, preternatu- | 
rally affected. Let us therefore enquire how 
this diſorder of the liver contributes to the 
production of a Jaundice. Now, if we con- 
ſider, that the liver is, by nature, furniſhed 
with ſuch plenty and variety of ducts, prin- 
cipally for this reaſon, that it might ſecrete 
from the maſs of blood and humouts, that 
ſulphurous and hot Tiquor, which is as it were 
alcalized with the viſcid lymph, and which 
We call bile, and after having ſecreted it, 
convey it by peculiar ducts to the duodenum, 


in order e 
AE. e b 
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dily perceive, that when the courſe of the 
dile to the inteſtines, is either obſtructed, or 
totally intercepted, it muſt neceſſarily regur- 
gitate to the lymphatic veſſels and blood, 
and conſequently, prove the immediate and 
principal cauſe of the Jaundice. And ſince by 
this means, the ſerum and nutritious juices 
are infected by the bile, it will be no hard 
taſ to explain, why the natural colour of 
the ſkin ſhould be changed to that of yellow; 
why the nutrition ſhould be vitiated, and the 
urine rendered thick, and tinged with a red- 
diſh colour. Hence alſo, the reaſon is obvious, 
why the fæces diſcharged by ſtool are not 
yellow ; why the digeſtion of the aliments 
becomes languid; and why many diſorders 
are perceived about the primæ viz. | 


The hiſtory and progreſs of this diſorder, 
are accurately deſcribed by ſome of the moſt 
antient phyſicians, and eſpecially by Aretæus; 
from whoſe deſcription, it plainly appears, 
that almoſt all the functions of the body, are 
preternaturally affected by this diſorder. And 
the reaſon of this is ſufficiently obvious; for 
as a ſound and natural ſtate of the functions 
principally depends upon, and is ſupported 
N | by 
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craſis is vitiated by 1 impure, and more or leſs 


corrupted humours, it is not to be wonder- 
ed at, if by chis means, all the actions of the 
human body, whether vital, natural, or ani- 


mal, ſhould be more * mn 


If we conſider the 1 * ADDY 
cauſes of this diſorder; the moſt conſiderable, 


among many others, is a Plethora, or a larger 
quantity of blood and humours, than nature 
can bear. , That this circumſtance ſhould pro- 


duce a Jaundice is not at all ſurprizing; for 


ſince in a natural ſtate, the circulation of the 


blood through the liver is highly languid, 
in conſequence of a want of a ſtrong impulſe 
in the vena porta, it muſt of neceſſity hap- 
pen, that in a plethoric ſtate, the thick, and 


viſcid blood muſt very eaſily ſtagnate there, 


and obſtruct the minute veſſels. Hence alſo, 
it may be obſerved, that in leucophlegma- | 
tias, ſcirrhus's, and indurations of the liver, 
for want of a ſeparation of the bilious parts, 
the ſkin aſſumes a yellow, and ſomewhat . 
greeniſh colour; nor is it to be doubted, , but. 
the black Jaundice, the moſt terrible and ob 
Bye, is Ae by an almoſt irreparable 
1 
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dy a due and laudable craſis of the blood and 
humours; ſo on the contrary, when this due 
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diſorder of the liver, and an excemve core. 
ths | | 


But nothing concributes more powerfully 
to the production of thoſe diſeaſes, which a- 
rife from diſorders of the liver, than the immo- 
derate uſe of rich wines, and eſpecially brandy, 
by which the chyle, and nutritious juices 
are coagulated, and ſuch a diſcraſy of the 


bile, at is highly prejudicial to health, pro- 
duced.” 


In the cure of all diſorders of the Wer; 


and conſequently of the Jaundice, no- 


thing affords a more ſpeedy, infallible, and 
efficacious relief, than my Axopyns MWE. 
rat BaiSam, which is highly beneficial and 
in reſolving viſcid humours, remov- 
ing obſtructions of the veſſels, appeaſing 
ſpaſms, and promoting all the ſeveral ex- 
cretions, eſpecially when uſed in conjunction 
wi the mineral waters, and a proper regi- 
men. Neutral ſalts, on account of their 
aperient, deterſiwe, diuretic, and purgative 

qualities, are accounted beneficial againſt a 
Jaundiee; among theſe the moſt conſiderable 
are the Terra Foliata Tartari, Tartarus Far- 
tariſatus, purified Nitre, and vitriolated FTar- 
tar; but the efficacy of theſe ſalts is increaſed, 
if they are exhibited in a ſufficient quantity 
of 
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of whey, or ſame proper deeodtion, and 
their uſe perſiſted in for a long time. Rhus | 
barb in diforders of the liver, is of a finz 

gular and ſpecific kind of virtue, in reſolo- 
ing and correcting the humours, whether ex- 
hibited in fubſtance, mixed with the above 
mentioned ſalts,” infufed in wine, or reduced 
to a tincture, or an eſſence, with the Terra 
Foliata Tartari. To reſtore the due and natural 
tone of the weakened veſſels of the liver, 
Chalybegte Preparations, eſpecially thoſe of 
the liquid kind, ſuch as the Tincture of Steel, 
and the Tinctura Ludoviciana, are extremely 
proper; as alſo the Peruvian Bark, and that 
of Caſcarilla, exhibited either in powder or 
a decoction. This intention is likewiſe ex- 
cellently anſwered by Pyrmont Waters, in con- 
ſequence of the chalybeate principle, with 
which they are ſo richly impregnated. | 


Though in the eure of a Jaundice, hitter 
medicines, prepared from the Roots of Gen- 
tian, Marſh Trefoil, the Leſſer Centaury, 
Wormwoog, and Carduus Benedictus, are 


highly extolled by various authors; yet 1 
can from my own experience affirm, 1 5 they 
often do more injury than good; for though 
by ſupplyipg the defect of the bile, they 
may ſeem to facilitate the digeſtion and ex- 
eetion of the _ yet when they pals 
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wich the chyle to the maſs of blood, they 


often render the diſorder more obſtinate, hy 


Increaſing, and accumulating the bilious 


ſordes; and if at any time, we find happy 
effects produced by them in the prime viz, 


this is principally obſerved to happen, when, 


during a highly coſtive ſtate of the patient, 
they evacuate the impure ſordes by ſtool; 


for neither the bile, nor other bitter ſub- 


ſtances, are friendly to the ſtate and con- 
dition of the vital humours, but ought to be 
eliminated with the fazces z for which reaſon, 
Rhubarb is, in this caſe, an highly efficacious 
medicine ; and the bitter ingredients above- 
mentioned, may alſo be uſed when infuſed in 


vine, and exhibited in conjunction with fome 
INS ee ee n 
bf Senna, or Tartarcous Salts. Then 


55 | Hatt 
Draſtic purgatives are dir reed to 
creaſe the ſpaſms, throw the blood into vio- 


lent commetions, and impair. the ſtrength, 


Hence, Hippocrates claſſes thoſe, who labour 
under a Jaundice, among the number of ſuch 
25 ought not to be purged; © For, ſays he, 

* the phyſician ho treats them with purgs- 
« tives, will expoſe them to danger, without 
« doing them any manner of ſervice.” | 
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Bleeding is rather to be uſed with a pre- 
ſervative, than with a curative intention; for 


a redundance of blood, by diminiſhing the 
circulation of the fluids, which in the liver 


is always ſloweſt, contributes greatly to the 


generation of the diſeaſes peculiar to that or- 
gan. Nor when the diſeaſe is preſent and ac- 
companied with a plethora, are we abſo- 
lutely to omit veneſection, fince this prac- 
tice is productive of very happy effects, 
when the diſorder draws its origin from, or is 
ſupported and ſuſtained, by a ſuppreſſion of 
the menſtrual, or hæmorrhoidal diſcharge. 
Veneſection is alſo beneficial, when women 


after the fiftieth year of their age, when the 


Menſes ceaſe, are afflicted with a Jaundice. 


My Anepyxs MinzRAL Baisam is alſo 
a Specific remedy for all pains which are 
occaſioned by ſpaſmodic ſtrictures, ſuch as 
the Heart-burn, Cholic, Gravel and Stone, 


it being poſſeſſed not only of a gently ano- 


dyne and diſcutient, but alſo of a corrobo- 
rative quality, not to be found in other ſe- 
datives. Fits of the Gout, the Sciatica, and 
other fixed Rheumatic Pains, it alſo greatly 


appeaſes, and promotes the tranſpiration of the 
irritating matter. When any parts are af- 


flicted with contractions, or rigidity, nothing 
affords greater relief than this Balſam, ex- 


ternally applied. The frequent putting fuck |. 
| | H 


other 
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parts into the body of recently opened animals, 
is alſo highly beneficial, by which mild, oleous, 
and natural warmth, the tenſe and rigid 
fibres are excellently relaxed. 
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T H E name Scurvy is at t preſent. — ex-. 
tenſive and common, that almoſt any 
chronical diſorder, if accompanied with any 
degree of impurity, comes under that de- 
nomination. It is cuſtomary for ignorant 
men, when from certain ſigns, they can nei- 
ther know the diſeaſe, nor its cauſe, to affirm. 


that it is a Scurvy, poponneng that i it d 
fromm a ſcorbutic acrimony. 


But a Scurvy, 2 © called, is a vio- 
lent injury of the functions of the whole bo- 
dy, ariſing from a preternatural dyſcraſy and 
corruption of the blood and vital juices, pro- 
duced by the fault of the air and diet; fa- 
miliar not only to maritime and northerly 
parts, but alſo to ſoldiers reſiding in camps; 


and is not to be cured. without great diffi- 
culty. 


HY That 
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That 2 Scurvy was not altogether unknown 
to the antients, is pretty certain from Hip- 
pocrates, who deſcribes it under the name of 
the Diſeaſe of the Spleen . Of this Pliny alſo 
gives a beautiful confirmation f. It is prin- 
cipally incident to thoſe, who lead an idle 
and ſedentary life; to thoſe who in the win- 
ter time live in cold places, paved and built 
with ſtone; to ſailors who uſe ſalt aliments, 
ſmoaked fiſh, biſcuits, putrid and vermi- 
nous water, either by ſea or on land; to 
thoſe who are lovers of water fowl, ſalt fiſhes, 
beef and pork, ſalted and indurated by the 
air, or by ſmoak ; to thoſe whoſe uſe farina- 
ceous unfermented ſubſtances, peas, beans, 
or falt, acrid, or old cheeſe; to thoſe who 
are ſuhject to melancholy, madneſs, hypo- 
chondriac, or hyſteric paſſions, ſlow diſorders, 
and more eſpecially to thoſe, who uſe large 
quantities of the Peruvian Bark. | 


But as nothing has a greater tendency to 
corrupt the maſs of blood, prevent the laws 
of the animal ceconomy, and ſuppreſs the 
ſeveral evacuations, by ſtool, urine, and 

ca W | ſweat, 


re — 
Fradctat. de Internis affectibus. 
+ Hiſtor, Natural. Lib. 25. Cap. 3. 
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ſweat, than a ſuppreſſion of the, Menſes ; in 
women, and the Hemorrhoids in men, ſo 
nothing can have, a more immediate influence, 
in producing the Scurvy. Barren women are. 
alſo ſubject to this diſorder ; and thoſe whoſe. 
Menſes have ceaſed on account of their age; 
and in general all who totally omit uſual eva- 
cuations of blood; for by this means the. 
humours being copiouſly accumulated in the 
body, cannot paſs freely through all the veſ-, 
ſels ; but becoming ſtagnant here and chere, 
and contract an e which is * gn, 
of the Scurvy. | 


Old perſons are moſt ſubject to "ds difor-. 
4 for the diſeaſes moſt familiar to them, 
have à great affinity with the Scurvy, be- 
cauſe they derive their origin from an im- 
pure, ſaline, and viſcid ſtate of the blood and 
humours. Nor is this difficult to be com- 
prehended; for in the decline of life, the 
minute veſſels, by which the excretion of 
the ſordes is principally made, the parts are 
nouriſhed, and the lymph is intimately mixed 
with the blood, begin to be dried, contracted, 
and rendered narrow; hence they cannot du- 
ly perform their functions, by which means. 
the whole maſs of blood is, in proceſs of 
time, rendered impure. 


As 


\ 
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As it is certain from experience, that an 
indolent life, and exceſſive ſleep, greatly con- 
tribute to the generation of the Scurvy, fo 
there is not a more infallible and efficacious 
method, either of preventing or removing 
it, than due and proper exerciſe. Thus Hippo- 
crates informs us, That idleneſs moiſtens 
« and weakens the body, whereas exerciſe 
« dries and corroborates it +.” The reafon 
of this doctrine is obvious, and greatly 
confirms my opinion, with reſpect to the 
uſe of exerciſe in the Scurvy; for by a ſe- 
dentary life, the circulation of the blood is 
rendered ſlower: Hence, the ſuperfluous 
moiſture not being ſufficiently carried off, 
through the excretories of the body, relaxes 
the fibres and nervous parts; whereas by due 
labour, the redundant moiſture is diſſipated, 
by which means the tenſion of the ſolids 
is increaſed, and the body ſtrengthened. 
Every thing alſo which diminiſhes the circu- 
lation of the blood, ſuch as exceſſive watch- 
ings, obſtinate ſtudy, profound meditations, 
immoderate venery, frequent drunkenneſs, 
and eſpecially exorbitant paſſions, ſuch as 
long protracted grief, and fear, are to be a 
voided with the utmoſt diligence. 


But 


® Hippecrat. Lib. 2. de Dizta 
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_ But as caſe, and want of exerciſe, diſpoſe 
to the Scurvy, ſo exceſſive motion and la- 
bour too long continued, have alſo generally a 
tendency to produce this diforder ; for by this 
means, the moſt pure and ſubtle parts of the 
blood, nutritious juices, and nervous fluids, 
are diſſipated and exhauſted ; ſo that the re- 
maining humours are afterwards ſuſceptible of 
a foreign and corrupted: quality, eſpecially 
upon the acceſs of any contagion ; but above 
all, unreaſonable and intenſe exerciſe ought 
to be condemned, for thereby the chyle, as 
yet not ſufficiently digeſted, is too quickly 
conveyed to the blood ; and hence ariſe all the 
diſorders that proceed from a bad digeſtion, 
and a crude chyle. Thus Galen informs us, 
That when exerciſe is performed, a large 
* quantity of crude and unconcocted aliments 
* ought not to be in the ſtomach, or veſſels, 
« leſt theſe ſhould be conveyed to all the 
e parts of the body, before they are duly 
prepared by a mature concoction.” * 


I have already ſaid, that the violent ſymp- 

toms accompanying the Scurvy, are produced 

1 by the exceſſive dyſcraſy of the blood, and 
| that this dyſcraſy depends upon the flow cir- 


— 
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* Lib, 2. de Sanitate tuenda, Cap, 2. 
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culation of the blood, and an infarction or 
obſtruction of the capillary veſſels in the vif- 
cera and emunctories; hence, the medicines 
adapted to the removal of this diſorder, ought 
to dilute and correct the impure, acrid, ſaline 
and ſulphureous humours, diſſolve thoſe that 
are too tenacious and viſcid, open the obſtruct- 
ed paſſages of the viſcera and emunQories, and 
corroborate the weakened, nervous, and muf- 
cular ſyſtems ; for by theſe means, a free and 
briſk circulation of the fluids through the 
nervous canals, and, what depends upon it, 
an intimate mixture of the fluids with the 
ſolids, and a mild temperature of the vital 
N 18 excellently obtained. 


This intention then is effectually anſwered 
by my Essxxce, in conjunction with Mineral 
Waters, Milk, or Whey; for nothing, ac- 
cording to Hippocrates, Galen, Areteus and 
Celſus, is more effectual in correcting a ſcor- 
butic acrimony than the Milk of Animals, 
eſpecially that of Aﬀes, 


Among the antiſcorbutic Specifics may 
juſtly be reckoned Scurvy Graſs, and all 


the ſpecies of Garden Creſſes, Brooklime, 
Horſe Radiſh, the Roots of Wild Valerian, 


and Muſtard ; which by their ſubtile and ſa- 
no- ſulphureous principles, penetrate into 


Srrerrie Remebies: © 57 


the moſt recluſe parts of the body; and enduce 
a ſurpriſing. change, both on the diſordered 


fluids and folids ; for they diſſolve viſcid and 


tenacious humours, exalt and ſubtilize fuch 
as are fixed and acid, and by reſtoring the 


tone, vigor and motion of the relaxed Parts. 


prevents a corruption of the body. 


There are alſo various other antiſcorbutic 
remedies, as, among bitters, the roots of 
Gentian and Succory, and the herbs Scor- 


dium, Carduus Benedictus, Wormwood, the 


Leſſer Centaury, and Water Trefoil. Among 


balſamics and corroboratives, Juniper Berries, 


the Tops of the Fir and Pine Trees, Win- 
ter's Bark. Caſcarilla, Peruvian Bark, the 
herbs Spleen-Wort, Paul's Betony, White 
Horehound, Dodder of Time, and the Roots 
of Elecampane, Zedoary and Arum. A- 


mong gums, Gum Ammoniac, Sagapenum, 
and Galbanum ; and among woods, Guai- 


cum, Saffafras and Aloes, Which if uſed ei- 


ther in ſubſtance, decoctions, or infuſions, or 
reduced to extracts, or elixirs, and exhibited 
at proper times, in a due order, and in juſt 
doſes, are highly efficacious in mitigating the 
fymptoms and alleviating the diforder; for 
by their active, gently fulphurous and balſa- 
mic principle, they rouſe and invigorate the 
languid circulation of the blood, and correct 
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che acid and viſcid intemperature of the hy- 
 mours. But, all the intentions of cure are 
anfwered by my Essxxcz above-mentioned, 
. which, with proper exercife, and a well re-' 


gulated regimen, will ſeldom, if ever, fail of 
* a eure. 
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CHAP, VIII. 
Of Dis EASES of the Sxiv. 


HE genuine proximate and immediate 
cauſe of theſe diſeaſes, is no more than 
an impure, viſcid, and acrid ſerum, which by 
ſtagnating in the ſmall tubes of the ſkin, la- 
cerating the nervous fibres, and producing 
there a ſlight infiammation, produces various 
corroſions, puſtules, and exulcerations. But 
if we accurately examine into the more di- 
ſtant and remote cauſes, contributing to the 
production of this ſerum, the firſt and principal 
one which occurs, is the ſtrength of the ſo- 
lids, impaired and rendered inſufficient for a 
due and briſk circulation ; which being dimi- 
niſhed, the circulation of the blood and the 
ſecretion and excretion of the ſuperfluous 
humours depending on it, decreaſe ; the fluid 
parts are not ſufficiently attenuated and inter- 
mixed with the ſolid ; but, in proceſs of time, 
greatly degenerated from their former ſalu- 
tary temperature, Beſides, under ſuch a di- 
. 17 miniſhed 
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miniſhed mation of the blood, the ſtructure 
of the organs and viſcera, deſtined as well 
for ſanguification, as the ſecretion of the lau- 
dable juices, ſuch as the Liver and Spleen, * 
is depraved in a wonderful manner; hence, 
the veſſels and paſſages being rendered more 
narrow, and the acrid, faline, and viſcid par- 
ticles, not properly ſeparated, enter this mix- 
ture of the blood, and infect, contaminate 
and corrupt it with an impure taint, or fomes, 
which ſupplies large matter for theſe diſeaſes, 
the moſt gentle degree of which is a benign 
Itch, whether moiſt or dry; which appearing 
in the joints, principally, at the beginning, 
inſenſibly and gradually ſpreads through the 
— 1 of che 0 . the — 


Zut the moſt wallet cauſe of this e cheat 
owes it origin to ſmall animals. For there 
are certain inſects ſo very ſmall, as hardly to 
be ſeen without the aſſiſtance of a microſcope, 


which depoſit their eggs in the furrows of the 


cuticle as in proper neſts; where, by the warmth 


of the place, they are hatched in a ſhort time; 


and the young ones coming to full growth, 
penetrate into the very cutis, with their ſharp 


heads, and gnaw and tear the fibres. Their 


bitings —_— an intolerable itching, which 
brings 
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brings on a neceſſity for ſcratching,” whereby 
the part is torn, and emits a thin humour, 
which concretes into hard ſcabs,” While the 
little worms conſtantly burrowing under the 
cuticle, and laying their eggs in different 
places, ſpread” the diſeaſe . Neither cathar- 
tics, nor ſweeteners of the blood, are of any 
ſervice here, for the true cauſe of the diſeaſe 
naturally points out the cure, which conſiſts 
wholly in external application, in order to 
deſtroy theſe corroding worms; and this is 
eaſily effected by the uſe of my CRY q ο 
Flu, which is 3 —_ and certain 

if Bo ann, 


With wages to- . diſeaſe," it is to be 
aner obſerved, that an Itch, communicated 
by contagion, is more eaſily cured, ſince ad- 
hering only ſuperficially, it has not taken 
deep root in the ſkin, than that which draws 
its origin from a native diſcraſy of the blood 
and humours; beſides, all cutaneous diſor- 
ders, when recent, are more eaſily cured, 
than thoſe which are become inveterate, and 
confirmed a length of time, or a want of 


n.. Præcep. Med. pP. 239. 
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But' the more inveterate and malignarit ſpe- 
cies of this diſeaſe, which proceeds from an 
internal fault of the viſcera, and alſo a Le- 
proſy, Eliphantiaſis, &c. are not only removed 
with more difficulty, and indeed not all, un- 
leſs the corruption of the viſcera is firſt taken 
away, but they are alſo eaſiy renewed, and 
return afreſh; and ſometimes degenerate into 


beinen the dises af theſe dibrders are 
different, the cure muſt likewiſe differ. For 


as many chronical, and dangerous diſtempers, 


are terminated by the Itch, and various 
eruptions of the ſkin, as by their criſis, great 
care muſt be taken, by no external appli- 
cation, or any other means, to repel the 
peccant, virulent, and corrupted matter to 
the internal parts, leſt dangerous and mortal 
ſymptoms ſhould enſue. For at this time the 
ſtrength of nature ſhould rather be aſſiſted in 
expelling the impurities by gentle diaphore- 
ties, ſo that the excrementitious matter might 
be carried off by cuticular exhalation. But as 
diaphoretics, by themſelves, are not ſufficient 
for producing a cure, I know of no medi- 
cine ſo efficacious, in depurating the maſs of 


blood and humours (eſpecially if a venereal 


taint | 1s ſuſpected) and conſequently in con- 
CNS 
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tributing to that end, as my Esskxcx, which 
gently eliminates, expels, and evacuates the 
noxious humours by inſenſible PE 
and by urine, 


Among thoſe —.— which by timulating 
the ſolid parts to an excretory motion, and 


ſomewhat more powerfully colliquate the te- 
nacious humours, the Wood Guaiacum, with 
its Bark, is to be preferred above all others. 
Beſides this, the tartarized and acrid Tinc- 
ture of Antimony, Medicinal Regulus of 
Antimony, Sulphur of Antimony, and Pre- 
parations of Cinnabar, may in a particular 
manner be referred to this claſs ; but no re- 
| medies are more powerful in correcting and 
ſubduing the moſt obſtinate diſeaſes of the 
cutaneous kind, than Mercury, and its pre- 
parations ʒ the ſubtle particles of which, by en- 
tering and penetrating into the inmoſt receſſes 
of the veſſels, correct, extricate, and diſſolve 
the viſcous humours impacted in them, and 
by increaſing the ſyſtaltic force of the fibres 
in the whole body, expels them through the 
emunctories of every kind, by ſtool, ſweat, and 
eſpecially through the ſalival ducts and glands, 
by means of a copious flux of ſaliva. And 
by this ſtated, and as it were univerſal eva- 

cuation, 
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cuation, it general happens, that all the-im- 
pure ſordes are quickly, though with ſome 
trouble and danger, eliminated, and the 
whole body, by that means, purged, and 
as it were reſtored to a new ſtate and con- 
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C HAP. IX; 
07 DisoRDERS of the STOMACH, 


HE ſtomach has the leading part, 
L both in pleaſure and pain; for by its 
commodious vicinity to the heart, 'it has the 
prineipal ſhare in contributing to the ſtrength 
of the body, and by its ſympathizing with the 
foul it has a mighty influence towards the ex- 
altation, or depreſſion of the ſpirits. From 
pleaſure proceeds a good concoction, a lively 
colour, a fleſhy habit of the body; from 
pain, or uneaſineſs, the contraries to theſe, 
and » ſometimes a dejection of mind, (the 
ſtomach receiving no aliments) or melancholy, 
with an averſion to food; alſo a nauſea, 
anxiety, redundance of humidities, cardial- 
gia, an effuſion of ſaliva, and ſometimes vo- 
mitings. et 
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The influence of theſe ſymptoms being 
communicated from the ſtomach to the ſoul, 
a diforder muſt neceſſarily ariſe ; but men, 
through ignorance of the ſympathizing parts, 
from whoſe conſent proceed the moſt ſevere 
and dangerous. diſorders, aſcribe the cauſe 
of theſe diſorders merely to the ſtomach. 
What confirms my aſſertion is, the conti- 
guity of the heart, the original of all the 
faculties ; for the heart is ſeated in the midſt 
between the" Iungs ; to the middle of theſe. 
the ſtomach is connected, and this with the 
others to the ſpine of the back ; and from. 
this vicinity. of the heart proceed the cardial- 
gia, faiming, and melancholy diſorders. 
Wind in the ſtomach is attended by x ten- 
b together with an inflation. There is a 
repletion of the head, from a retention of 
flatuoſities, with continual eructations, which 
manifeſts itſelf by a ſenſe of heavineſs of that 
art, which is generally increaſed after taking 
till it is relieved from this tenſion, and 
relaxed by the benefit of eructations. If the 
inteſtines are alſo inflated, there follows a 
rumbling of the. interior parts, which the. 

Greeks call Borborygmus. 


— Though many cuphalic and nervous. re: 
medies are of excellent ſervice in diſeaſes of 
the 
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the ſtomach and inteſtines, eſpecially ſuck gs 
proceed from a weakneſs znd decay of their 
tone, yet I believe none is better than my 
STRENGTHENING ELreruaxy. There 5 
however, other medicines, which with regard 
to the particular kind of diſorder, are as it 
were, by a Specific virtue, adaptedr to the 
diſtempers of thoſe parts. Thus for example, 
under a weakneſs of appetite, from a con- 
geſtion of viſcid and acrid crudities in the 
ſtomach ; beſides bitters, fuch as the Roots 
of Gentian, the herbs Wormwood, and 
Carduus Benedictus, and the ſeveral forts of 
Spices ; the Roots alſo of Galangal and Pim- 
prunella, the Canella Alba, Pepper, Ginger, 
and Arum. are of eſpecial 3 | 


For a nauſea, vomiting, and erbon of 
the ſtomach, the moſt preſent and effectual 
remedies are Mint, its ſpirituous water, and 
dil carefully diſtilled; Maſtic, and its ſpirit, 
with what is prepared of Peruvian Balſam, 
and Salt of Tartar. Againſt the Cardialgia, 
Cholic, and Gripes, the ſpeedieſt and beſt 
adapted remedies, are freſh Orange Peel, and 
the Eſſence of the fame, duly extracted, the 
Water and Oil of Xthiopian Cummin, the 
genuine Oil of the Flowers of common 
Chamomile, and ſweet Spirits. To correct 
an exceſſive lubricity of the inteſtines, and 
| K 2 reſtrain 
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reſtrain a | Looſenefſs, the Caſcarilla is endow: 
ed with a peculiar virtue. Under inflations 
of the inteſtines, the moſt effectual medi- 


cines, to expel the flatuſes, are the Eſſence 


"and Water of Zedoary, and Cardamoms, 


with the genuine Oil of Caraway and Cum- 
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CHAP. xXx. 


— 


Of the VeNEREAL DISEASE, 85 


7 HE ingenious Sydenham, in his Epiſtle 
de Lue Venerea, has given a full and ac- 


curate hiſtory of this diſeaſe, when ni its be- 


» When arrived at its greateſt height, 
and when in its decline; and taught us in what 
manner it firſt Coby itſelf, and how after- 
wards inſinuating itſelf deeper, and diffuſing 
its influence wider, it affects, weakens, and 
diſorders the remote- parts. The learned 


 Afruc * hath allo given ſo elegant a deſcrip- 


tion of it, chat nothing more can be required 


on that head. 


In this terrible and obſtinate diſorder, the 
whole maſs of blood, and lymph, in con- 


ſequence of the malignant taint, aſſumes a | 


putrid, vapid and viſcid craſis, highly un- 
friendly to nature, from which alone all the 


ſymptoms of this diforder ariſe ; ſo, in order 
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to remove this principal cauſe, no more pro- 
per intention can be purſued, than through 
all the emuctuories to expel from the body, 
and its ſmalleſt veſſels and receſſes, the whole 
maſs of corrupted humours ; for by this means 
the moſt violent ſymptoms, ſuch as obſtruc- 
tions of the ſecretory and excretory glands, 
together with inflammations, and exulcera- 
tions of the bones, and all the ſolid parts, 
ſpontaneouſly —— and their | cauſe is re- 
N 5 


The moſt ** Specifics for the en 
are Quickſilver, Guaiacum, and its Bark, and 
. duly prepared Antimony ; for there is not in 
the whole Materia Medica, a medicine which 
ſo powerfully moves the whole maſs of lymph 
and humours, and excites ſo copious a diſcharge 
of the faliva, which is frequently continued 
for ſome weeks, as Mercury ; which when 
conveyed into the body, by the ſpecific gra- 
vity of its molicules, Which is greater than 
that of the human juices, penetrates into the 
internal parts of the body, and paſſing with 
force through the ſmalleſt veſſels, removes 
all obſtructions in them. It alſo totally 
changes the craſis of the fluids, and by a 
certain inteſtine motion, induces as it were 
4 putridinous colli iquation of them, and by 
— e not without ſome trouble 


and 
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and danger, removes the Lues Venerea, und | 
other obſtinate chronical diſorders, ariſing; 
from an impurity of the ſerum. Not 'wnly 
taken inwardly, but alſo by unction, it eva- 
cuates the humours by ſtool, feat, and in- 
ſenſible perſpiration ; but the moſt common 
method of its operation, is by the evacuation 
of a mucous faliva, whence it is termed a 


The great encomums on the efficacy of a 
Sali vation in the cure of this diſeaſe are, 1 
think, too general; for I believe as many in- 
ſtances of its bad, as of its good effects, 
might be produced; and it muſt be awned, 
that there are many circumſtances, which ei- 
ther abſolutely do not admit of a falivation 
in a Lues Venerea, or which, if neglected, 


or over-looked, render it highly dangerous. 
But ſince this is ſuffieiently obvious to thoſe 
converſant in practice, I ſhall conſider ſome 
of the principal diſadvantages ariſing from 
| * ent- uſe of Salivations. | 


Aude the neſt mee W 2 
Lues Venerea, of fome ſtanding, we may 
juſtly reckon the various diforders incident ta 
che palate, the uvula, and the tonſils; toge- 
ther with the eroſions, and exulceration of 
the 2 which — deep into the 
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ſubjacent parts, often reſemble an eating | 
cancer, and cannot be totally cured, and con- 
ſolidated, till the diſorder, which gives birth 
to them, is effectually ſubdued and removed, 
In this caſe, therefore, if in any, we are to 
obſerve this maxim, that the peccant matter 
is neither to be conveyed to, nor evacuated 
by the part affected; if ſo, it muſt almoſt 
neceſſarily happen, that by an accumulation 
of the ſaliva, which to the taſte of the pa- 
tient is æruginous, virulent, and has its qua- 
lities heightened by the Mercury, a Gangrene 


muſt be produced, and ſoon after ſueceeded 


by a fatal Sphacelus of the parts; of which, 


among others, Hildanus furniſhes us with 


ne remarkable inſtances. 


The ak, amine + alſo forbid, 
in caſes, where, beſides a redundance of thick 
and viſcid humours, the patient's ſtrength 
is much impaired ; and this is a highly juſt 
and rational maxim; for, ſince in conſequence 
of the languor of the whole body, and-a de- 
fect of a due tone, and a ſufficient moving 
force, all the parts, and even the more noble 
viſcera, are preternaturally flaccid ; hence it 


happens, that the " ſordes of the hu- 


mours, 


1 — 
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mours become ſtagnant, and produce terrible 
ſymptoms of various kinds; for if theſe are 
copiouſly forced to the glands of the fauces, 
the maxillz, the tonſils, or even the tongue, 
theſe parts become ſo tumid, that deglutition 
and reſpiration are entirely - intercepted. 
With reſpect to theſe misfortunes, the reader 


may - conſult een W. and * 
vius. | 


But a more infallible and — mis- 
fortune is produced, when theſe ſordes are 
; conveyed to the brain, already weakened by 
previous diſorders, for by this means Palſies, 
Apoplexies, and other terrible lethargic diſ- 
orders, muſt neceſſarily be ſoon produced. 
But ſince, in a Lues Venerea of ſome ſtand- 
ing, and deeply rooted in the humours, 
there 1s generally a large quantity of peccant 
humours, and ſince the ſtrength of the pa- 
tient is for the moſt part much exhauſted, 
either by the force of the diſeaſe, previous in- 
temperance, ſurfeits, or an exceſs of venery; 
hence it often happens, that in thoſe cir- 
1 ann by Tome thought the 
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only ſovereign. remedy for a Lues Veneres, 
te eee — c 


For this reaſon a ſkilful phyſician muſt be- 
think himſelf of ſome other efficacious me- 
thod, accommodated to ſuch circumſtances, 
eſpecially fince it ĩs well known that decoctions 
of the woods operate but in a very faint and 
languid manner in a Lues Venerea of a con- 
—.— — 


— theſe dere wy For: "Y 
reaſons already given, I now recommend to 
the public my Es82xce, which is an efficacious 
and infallible remedy for every degree of this 
diſeaſe ; its uſe requires no confinement, is 
13 e eee 
nn 200 


Win WO to Gatten, whe ſubtle, a- 
wha and reſinous falt, with which it impreg- 
"nates the water in which it is boiled, ſtimu- 
lates the nervous fibres, and coats of the 
glands and veſſels, © to briſker motions ; and 
by increaſing the fyſtaltic motion of the 
_ veſſels, promotes the circulation of the whole 
maſs of lymph and humours, by which means 
the viſcid juices are reſolved, and the ob- 
ſtructions removed. But in tender, lean and 

delicate patients, the decoction of. Guaiacum 

| 15 
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is not always proper, becauſe it excites a too 
violent motion and ebullition of the hu- 
mours. „ RY 


In the Scurvy, Chronic Rheumatiſm, and 
all diſeaſes that proceed from an impurity and 
viſcidity of the lymph and humours, the 
Ess zwe which I have juſt recommended, is 
a moſt ſafe and excellent remedy, ſuited to 
all conſtitutions and ages; and ſo mild and 
gentle in its operation, which is chiefly 
urine, and promoting inſenſible perſpiration, 
that I always give it with ſucceſs to pregnant 
women, and young children who are. afflicted 
with a Lues Venerea, only proportioning 
the doſe ſuitable to the circumſtances of the 
patient. = of 919:13 245 i837 vat Wed £1 
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Hough 3 at no main of 
life are /abſolutely free from Worms, 
. they are moſtly incident to infants and 
children, between ablactation and the four. 
n year of chair age. | | 


es fair | 
ferent medicines extolled, and uſed by phy- 
ſicians, as in diſorders where Worms are to be 
expelled, or killed. For 


Firſt, among the Specifies againſt Worms, 
by the Greeks called Anthelminthics, are ge- 
nerally reckoned Acids; ſuch as the juices of 
Citrons, Oranges, Lemons, Currants, Bar- 
berries, Cream of Tartar, Wine, eſpecially 
tartiſh Rheniſh-Wine, and Vinegar. Theſe 
may be commodiouſly exhibited where 
preter-natural warmth, and febrile commo- 
tions are complicated; for they not only cor- | 
rect the heat, but alſo excellently reſiſt the 


putre- 


eB 
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putrefaction, and avert the dangerous ma- 
n D H 

Among the Anthelminthics are alſo rec- 
koned Bitters; ſuch as Wormwood, the Lef- 
ſer Centaury, Scordium, Marſh Trefoil, and 
Rue; and ſtill more, Bitters poſſeſſed of a 
purgative quality, ſuch as Aloes, Rhubarb, 
Coloquintida, and the Troches of Alhandal 
prepared of it. Though theſe medicines are 


not abſolutely deſtructive of Worms, yet it | 


cannot be denied, but bitters are very ef- 
fectual againſt theſe animals; becauſe by 
their balſamic quality, they partly correct 
the crude and viſcid matter, with which they 
are houriſhed; and by ſtimulating the fibres 
of the (inteſtines, they ſometimes "evacuate 
the corrupted humours, together with the 
Worms. They alſo partly correct the inacti- 
vity of the bile, which in children, and moiſt 
patients, 1s ä the 3 cauſe 
oh Worms. 


Among Auel end great efficacy is 
bes to oleous ſubſtances; but it is to be 


obſerved, that they are by no means to be 
exhibited with an intention to kill the Worms, 

ſince a very large quantity of oil would 
be requiſite to reach all the Worms in the 
whole volume of the inteſtines. Oleous ſub- 
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ſtances therefore, are much rather to be ex- 
hibited in violent ſymptoms ariſing from 
Worms; becauſe they relax the ſpaſmodically 
contraſted coats of the inteſtines, and, as it 
were, defend and line them with a mucilage, 
that afterwards more acrid and purgative 
medicines may be exhibited with mare 
ſafety. Saline ſubſtances are greatly cele- 
brated as Anthelminthics, both becauſe they 
are fatal to the tender ſtructure of . theſe ani- 
mals, and alſo by ſtimulating the inteſtines 
they promote their diſcharge, eſpecially if diſ- 
ſolved in a fufficient quantity of water. It is 
certain that Salts, eſpecially of the vitriolic 
kind, have long been juſtiy celebrated, and 
the Pyrmont Waters, which partake of. a 
ſubtle vitriol of Mars, are ſo effectual in the 
cure of Texie, and turbinated, or ſpiral 
Worms, that. the patients are in a ſhort time 
totally freed from all the m. 


For iheſe purpoſes: AY among Gum, the 
beſt Specifics are Aſſa-Fætida, Sagapenum, 
Opoponax, - and Myrrh. Among Herbs, 
Tanſy, Scordium, and Wormwood. Among 
bulbous roots, the various kinds of Onions 
and Garlic. Among Fruits, Bitter Almonds, 
and their expreſſed Oil, Worm Seed, the Seeds 
of the Cataputia, and others of a like nature, 


All which, by their ſulphureous and fætid ſmell, 


are 
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are ſo peculiarly hurtful to Worms as to kill 
them. | | | 


f. 
AVYX 


There till remains another, not leſs effi- 
cacious Specific, taken from the mineral king- 
dom, which is Quickſilver, which being in 
a peculiar manner fatal to Worms, deſtroys 
their vital motion, though the method by 
which it produces this effect, cannot be ac- 
curately deduced from mechanical principles, 
But the beſt and moſt infallible Specific is my 
Worm Power, which is productive of the 
moſt happy effects againſt every Species of 
Worms, both in infants and adults, and the 
diſorders that proceed from them. 
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PECULIAR TO 
W O M E N. 


Sunn H Exfemale ſex, as we are taught 


Bn Be Me peer 4. 
the worſt and moſt uncomfortable 
an ſtate of health. 


They are G a . and lax habit, for 
the moſt part addicted to indolence, and 
pleaſure, drink little, have bodies of a highly 
delicate and ſenſible nature, much inclined to 
ſpaſms and convulſive motions, and diſpoſed 

| to 
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to generate a redundance of blood; and at 
certain fixed and ſtated times they have a re- 
gular evacuation from the veins of the uterus. 
Moſt of the diſeaſes of women ariſe from 
ſome diſorder, and irregularity of this eva- 
cuation ; on the contrary, they are in a ſound 
and flouriſhing ſtare, when this diſcharge - is 
duly and regularly made. I ſhall begin with 
the moſt uſual diſorder of this kind. 
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a the rler. of the Manns, and 4 


Ourenogre 


HAT is called a Cachexia in gene- 
ral, in girls, before an eruption of 
the Menſes, which uſually begins about 
the fourteenth year of their age, comes 
under the denomination of Claris, which 
we, preſerving the analogy of the Greek 
name, eall the Greek-Sickneſs ; it is alſo ſtiled 
the Virgin's Diſeaſe, and the White Fever. At 


othen times it is called 4 * of the 
Menſes. # 


„ 


\ 


The cauſe of this = is nothing but 
the redundance of the blood, the due eva- 
cuation of which is wiſely appointed by na- 
ture for the preſervation of health. An 
exceſſive redundance of blood, in conſequence 
of a ſuppreſſion of this diſcharge, retards the 
circulation of the blood, and impairs the 
ſtrength, elaſticity, and contraction of the 
heart 
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heart and veſſels; hence ſtagnations and con- | 
geſtions of blood, together with obſtructions of 
the viſcera, which prove highly injurious, and 
Hy a foundation for many chronical diſorders; 
for from à diminution, or total ſuppreſſion of 
the Menfes, proceed a variety of different diſ- 


eaſes, according to the 1 various > 15 they 7 
affect. | 


Thus if blood fhould Face in the head, 
it excites melancholy, a heavy pain of the 
head, a vertigo, a dimneſs of ſight, à dul- 
neſs of hearing, paleneſs, madneſs, and ſome- 
times apoplexies. On the contrary, when 
blood is congealed in the Præcordia, it pro- 
duces a difficulty of breathing, an Aſthtna, 
a 5 a Spitting of Blood, a _— 

of the Heart, and Syncope. 


If blood becomes ſtagnant in the ſtomach” 
and inteftines, Inflations, Rumblings, Eruc- 
rations, uneaſineſs of the Præcordia, vo- 
miting of Blood, and Gripes are produced. 
If the abdominal viſcera are loaded with 
thick blood, a Scurvy, a Jaundice, Hyſteric 
Diſorders, Purple Fevers, Tumors of the 
legs and fret, and Varices of the Veins are 
generated. If too large # quantity of blood 
is accumulated in the Uteras, a Fluor Albics, 
Inflammation of the part, Moles and Abor- 
tions are produced. But all theſe diſorders 

M 2 may 
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may be prevented, or removed, by the ſea- 
ſonable uſe of my Carnol ic PiLLs. 


As all theſe misfortunes (are in young wo- 
men brought on by a Suppreſſion of the 
Menſes, ſo they often happen to thoſe in 
whom this evacuation ceaſes by reaſon of 
age, becauſe at that time, the fibres become 
more rigid, the mouths of the capillary veſ- 
ſels are blocked up, and the ſpaſmodic 
motions which produce this excretion begin 
to fail. 


I have known from experience, that women 
after fifty years of age, eſpecially thoſe of 
ſanguine habits, who have formerly been ac- 
cuſtomed to copious menſtrual diſcharges, 
and who lead ſedentary, idle, and inactivc 
lives, whilſt at the fame time they neglect 
veneſection, have been afflicted with violent 
Cardualgias, or Heart-burnings, accompa- 
nied with intenſe heat and pain about the 
Præcordia, the back and ſcapulæ, cr 
in the night- time. 


I have ſeen others from the ſame cauſe, 
ſeized with intolerable heat and pain of the 
joints, and creſipelatous Fevers, whilſt others 
were afflicted with nephritic diſorders, ac- 
companied with pains in the loins, and ter- 

nn 
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minating in calculous concretions. Some 
women after the ſixteenth year of their age, 
have diſcharged bloody urine, or have been 
ſeized with” an immoderate diſcharge of 

the Menſes, which has at . laſt termi- 

nated in a Hectic. Otners eſpecially thoſe 
waſted by long grief, have been afflited 
with a pain of the left Hypochondrium, ac- 
companied with an uneaſineſs and heat of the 
Præcordia; which afterwards teminated in a 
violent vomiting of blood. 


— 


A lady of great diſtinction, upon the 
ceſſation of her Menſes in the fifty- third year 
of her age, was ſeized with continual and 
tormenting vomitings for half a year, after 
which a ſwelling of the hands and feet ap- 
peared, which, however, was very lately 
happily removed by veneſection, and the 
uſe of my CaTxoric PiLLs, which I earneſtly 
recommend, as a general and approved re- 
medy for all thoſe female diſorders. 


CHAP. 
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A S the fupprettion,” or "LY evacuation 
of the Menſes ariſe, principally, from 
2 narrowneſs, compreſſion and ſtricture of 
the arteries of the Uterus; ſo exceſſive hæ- 
morrhages of this kind, derive their origin 
from the too great largeneſs, relaxation and 
weakened tone of the uterine veſſels, and 
the ſinuſſes formed by them in the ſubſtance 
of the uterus, and from the ſlow return of 
the blood through the veins to the heart, oc- 
caſioned by that means. For if we except 
the liver, there is no part of the body in 
which the motion, and return of the blood 
to the heart, is obſerved to be ſo difficult as 
in the Uterus ; which happens not only on 
account of the perpendicular ſituation of this 
part, with reſpe& to the heart; but alſo, 
becauſe the veſſels, and eſpecially the veins, - 

run 
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2 and incuryaed. man- 
Tv. Frog eee 


Belidgs, hace e aca; af the 4. 
ſtention of the Uterus by the fœtus, and che 
winding direction of the hypogaſtric and 
ſpermatic veins, the quick motion of the re- 
turning blood is greatly retarded; the rea- 
ſor is obvious, why the diameters of the 


uterine veins ſhould. be as large again as 
their correſponding arteries. If, therefore, 


the venous ſinuſſes, with which the campages 
of the Uterus abounds, are preternaturally 
diſtended by a thick ſtagnant blood, by this 
means the blood, being ſtrongly conveyed - 
through the arteries, and denied a paſſage 
through the veins, it by its quantity and 
force, at laſt opens the diſtended orifices of 
the veſſels, ſo that their contents are copi- 


ouſly diſcharged, 


It is a fatal error in practice to attempt by 
frequent veneſections in the arm, the liberal 
uſe of refrigerating, or actually aſtringent 
medicines, ſuch as opiates and narcotics, to 
put an imprudent ſtop to menſtrual and lo- 
chial diſcharges, either in child-bed women, 
or thoſe that have ſuffered an abortion ;. for by 
this prepoſterous method, and the uſe of im- 
Froper remedies, the natural ſtrength, _ 
an 


88 
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and elaſticity, not only of the Uterus, but 
alſo of all the ſolids, are greatly diminiſhed, 
and the misfortune rendered either incurable, 


or far worſe than it would have otherwiſe 


been. In theſe caſes then, I know of no better 


medicine than my Srax NOTEN Eitcro- 


-ARY, Which by reſtoring the loſt tone of the 
Uterus, gives an eaſy circulation to the hu- 
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HOU GH women in the flower of 

FP their age, are generally moſt! ſubject 
to this diſorder, yet ſuch. as are pretty far 
advanced in ycars, are not exempted from 

ir, as Hippocrates long ago obſerved. It 
generally appears about” the thirteenth, or 

; fourteenth years of age, at which tinie an 
eruption of the Mendes ulualiy happens. 


k The ani whats © the production 
of this diſorder are principally ſuch as by 
relaxing the veſſels and fibres of the uterus, 

. deſtroy their due tone and ſtrength; by 
which means the maſs of blood and humours 
muſt neceſſarily be too ſlowly carried through 


— . — rok 97a 
# ae | g 1 
= 2 Liber de Morbis Mulierum 
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ſo large a number of winding veſſels. Hence 
a ſecretion of viſcid ſerum will caſily be 
made through the pores of the utcrus. 
Hence alſo we obſerve, that in married 
women, difficult labours, which weaken the 
uterus, frequent abortions, and imprudent 
and violent extractions of the after- births, 

often lay a foundation for this diſorder. | 


It is alſo confirmed by experience, that 
thoſe women who are ſubject to immoderate 
diſcharges of the Menſes, as alſo thoſe who 
are delivered of moles before the due time, 
are generally afflicted with the Fluor Abus; 
for all theſe circumſtances indicate too great 
a diſtention and relaxation of the veſſek, 
which muſt ſpeedily be removed by proper 
corroboratives; otherwiſe in proceſs of time 
the tone of the veſſels cannot be reſtored, 
. without great difficulty; and to anſwer this 
end, my CaTroLic PIs are extremely well 
adapted, as they reſtore the natural ſtrength 
to the parts, which are too much relaxed, by 

the redundance of the humidity. 


Chalybeat waters are alſo very proper in 
caſes of this nature; as alſo decoctions of 
Nervine Herbs, ſuch as Marjoram, Savory, 
Thyme, Baum, Calamint, Feverfew, Ori- 
ganum, Roſemary and Hyſſop, which are 

ee. highly 
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highly efficacious in eliminating the ſuper- 
fluous ſerum by perſpiration, and diverting 
the courſe of the humours from the uterus. 


Suffumigations of Olibanum, Tacame- 
bac, Maſtic, and Amber, are of fingular 
ſervice, if commodieuſiy applied to the va- 
gina, for they in ſome meaſure ſtreagthen 
and corroborate the relaxed parts. 


N 2 CHAP. 


f — 2 
2 _. Onsxnvartions on 


1 | þ I» © po * * : * 
3 . 9 p 
* 
% g 
"yy - * S *. = ” 0 
r | 12 H | A ax! - 
= 
* 
* * 
— 6 — 


„ 


— 


T4 Sx: „ 
* 


Of, an ABORTION, 
'A 12 a ö | 


4 * 


H E moſt frequent cauſes of miſcar- 

riages, are either too great ſtricture, 
or too great laxity of the uterus. In the 
firſt caſe the uterus is not capable of a ſuf- 
ficient dilation ta make room for the foetus 
as it increaſes in bulk. This is known by a 
great tenſion and hardneſs of the belly, and 
violent pain therein. In the ſecond, the ute- 
rus is too weak to ſupport the inoſculations 
of the plagenta into itſelf, after the foetus, 
with the membranes, and placenta, are grown 
to a certain e and weight, and this of all 
other happens moſt frequently, 


Women who have once ſuffered abortion 
are again eaſily ſubject to the like misfortune, 
at the ſame period of their geſtation. It is 
alſo certain from experience, that generally 
ſanguineous maſſes, as large as an hen's egg, 

together 


e 
« s &. . 
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together with 2 large quantity of grumous 
blood, are excluded from the uterus before 
abortion happens, which is a proof that the 
ſtrength and elaſticity of the uterus, and its 

veſſels, are ſo weakened by the preceding 
abortion, that they could not ſoon return 
to their natural ſtate, for the ſo frequent diſ- 
poſition of the uterus to abortion, is only to 
be accounted for from the exceſſive relaxation 
and dilatation of the veſſels. | 


At leaſt then, nineteen out of twenty ha- 
bitual miſcarriages, are cauſed by a general 
 laxity of the habit, or particular relaxation 
of the uterus; and ons caſs ene 
further conſideratlon. 

It is remarkable then, that women of the 
loweſt claſs, are very little ſubject to theſe ſort 
of miſcarriages ; their's generally proceeding, 
from frights, falls, or acute diſtempers. 


put with women: in a higher ſphere it is 
otherwiſe, many of them being ſcarce able 
to bring their foetus to maturity, without 
the utmoſt care and caution, though no ac- 
cident intervenes en to account for 
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een ce hs Wer cis of He, 
prevent or remedy this relaxation by a great 
deal of exerciſe, by going foon to reſt at 
night, and” riſing early in the morning, and 
by expoling: themſelves to cold ; Os, 
are neceſſary to their ſubſiſterice. 


But women in 2 higher ſphere, n 
not under theſe neceſſities, induce a laxity, 
by uſing inſufficient exerciſe, or none at all; 
by fitting up late, and flecping Jong in a 
morning, and by keeping themſelves” always 
Women of diſtinction have for the laſt 
half century, accuſtomed themſelves to a 
very pernicious habit, which much contri- 
butes to the relaxation of the fibres, I mean 
that of drinking their liquors warm. This, 
m fome morbid caſes' may be neceffary as a 
medicine; but it is the utmoſt impradence to 
make it habitual im a ftate of health. For 
28 Beat always relaxes, the part which firſt 
receives the warm liquor; muſt in time be 
_ relaxed by it, and this relaxation muſt be 
communicated to the reſt of the body. Hence 


indigeftion, 


„  a8 
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lownels of ſpirits, hyſterics, and 


. 


obſtructions of all kinds, — by, 
_chremical diſtempers. Hi | 


The * of this e ditects 
us to the cure, which muſt be attempted as 


ſoon as the woman is recovered of one miſ- 
carriage, in order to prevent another, che 


next 0 * may be with * 5 


2771 


& of all Aer remedies then, my STrENGTR- 
xxnino ELgcTvVaRyY is the moſt effectual pre- 


ſervative againſt all forts of © habitual miſ- 


 cartiages, as it ſurprizingly ſtrengthens the 


mother fœtus, and thereby enables the woman 
to bring her infant to a mature birth. 


Chalybeat waters alſo, are of great ſer- 
vice. Theſe muſt be drank at the fountain 
head, and in the mean time the patient ſhould 
uſe as much exerciſe as her health and ſtreagth 
will admit of, and in all reſpects conform to 
a ſtrict regularity of life, during their uſe, 
which muſt be for two or three months du- 
ring the ſummer. 


Zacatus Lufitanus recommends in the 


| Rrongeld terms, an iſſue for preventing miſ- 


carriages; 


9 Os rA rens on 
carriages; a thing not unlikely to be of ſervice, 
as it may còntribute to keep both the mother 
and child in health; and conſequently be a 
preſervative againſt miſcarriages, from diſ- 
orders to which either are ſubjet. 


Thoſe women who have long laboured un- 
der the Fluor Albus, are fraquently and ca- 
ſily ſubject to Abortion; becauſe, in con- 
ſequence of the relaxed tone of the uterus, 

the conception is not ſufficiently retained, 
but corrupted by a continual defluxion of 
matter, and at laſt expelled. A falling down 


of the uterus, is alſo frequently the effect 


af this diſorder, * 


medicine juſt mentioned. 
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The Concius10n, 


AVING now mentioned all the me- 
| dicines that I intend to recommend in 
this treatiſe, I ſhall, in order to inforce 
my argument on the exiſtence of Specific me- 
dicines, proceed to ſhew, that there are noc 
Specifics wanting for other diſorders; | 


Thus all Inflammations, which are always 
accompanied with a Fever and danger, and 
generally happen in the nerveo- membranous 
parts, fuch as the Pleura and Bronchia of 
the lungs, are by a certain Specific virtue 
cured by purified Nitre, mixed with a ſmall 
quantity of Camphire, by Demuleents, gentle 
Anodynes, Emulſives, and fixed Djaphore- 
tics. In extinguiſhing all febrile heats, Ni- 

tre is preferable to all other things, for be- 
O ſides, 
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ſides that virtue by which it fixes and abates 
the inteſtine motion of the ſulphureous parts 
of the blood, it reſolves and attenuates thick 
blood and lymph, lodged in the narrow veſ- 
ſels, and at the fame time moiſtens and re- 
laxes the tenſe and rigid fibres, and conſe- 
quently exerts an antiſpaſmodic virtue. 


When there is a malignant diſpoſition of 
the humours, or ſuch a ſtate of the juices as 
is prone to putrefaction, or when by conta- 
gion ſuch miaſmata are conveyed into the 
blood, as are fit to induce ſuch a putrid cor- 
ruption of the juices, both in acute and chro- 
nical diſorders, I find nothing more effectual 
than Camphire, eſpecially when exhibited in 
conjunction with Nitre; for the Camphire, 
by its balſamic quality, preſerves the due 
craſis and mixture of the blood, diminiſhes 
the force of the ferment, and by augment- 
ing perſpiration, without exciting an exceſſive 
heat of the blood, excellently promotes the 
tranſpiration of the peccant matter 

the pores of the ſkin. . But if the Fever, or 
Inflammation be of the malignant kind, 
Camphire is never to be exhibited alone, 
but always joined with Nitre. | 


In a Plague, the moſt malignant of all diſ- 
orders, the „ either 
ſimple, 
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ſimple, or prepared with alexiterial and cor- 
dial Roots; the Juices of Lemons and Ci- 

trons, and the Syrup of Citron Juice, mixed 
with Oil of Cædar; as acids powerfully re- 
ſiſt putrefaction, the ſource and ſupport of 
which is an exalted alcalino- ſulphurous prin- 
ciple, tending to a corruptive diſſolution of 
the humours, and a deſtruction of their due 


A Dyſentery, which is contagious, weak- 
ens the patients by numberleſs ſtools, and 
often proves mortal, is not removed by me- 
dicines appropriated to ordinary Fluxes, but 
by certain - Specifics peculiar to itſelf. Thus 
it is certain from experience, that Ipecacu- 
anha is of all other medicines, the moſt pow- 
erful antidyſenteric, if exhibited once, twice 
or thrice, - in due doſes, in the beginning of 
the diſorder. Then. afterwards other things 
capable of obtunding acrimony, mild dia- 
phoretics and correctors, externally and in- 
ternally, as alſo Rhubarb, as the beſt laxa- 
tive, are to be uſed; but the Caſcarilla Bark 
is the beſt Specific for corroborating the flac- 
cid fibres of the inteſtines, and checking 


their irregular 3 


Beſides for madneſs, whether of the furi- 
ous, or melancholic kind, not only vene- 
| ſection, 


nn en 2 
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(c®tion, but alſo che uſe of hot and cold me- 
dicinal Waters, and Emetics, are celebrated 
Specifics. The antients, and Hippocrates him- 
ſelf, for this purpoſe, principally uſed White 
Hellebore, the virulency of which they cor- 
rected, by boiling it with oil, or oxymel, and 
giving the patient a large quantity of milk 
before its exhibition. But this practice is 
now become obſolete, perhaps, becauſe the 
moderns are ignorant of the method of col- 
lecting and exhibiting Hellebore. + Nor 
is it to be doubted but Hellebore is a 
Specific in Deliriums and Madneſs, eſpecially 
if its operation is aſſiſted by veneſection, and 
baths of ſweet water, which are beneficial in 
all diſorders of this kind. But in Madneſs, 
- ariſing rather from exceſs of paſſion than an 
obſtruction of the hypochondria, Aﬀes Milk 
and Nitre are excellent-demulcents, greatly 
allay the exceſſive ſtrictures. of the nervous 
fibres, and in the beginning of the diſorder, 
produce happy effects, eſpecially if the pa- 
Gr his eben pa every 
EE RTE 


n eee 1 of Elder Rob, 
drank in broth, eee a Dia- 
8 


— — 


* See Proſper Alpius in Meth, Med. 
+ Schulzit Diller, de Hellebor. yeterum; 
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„and ſome of the fame Rob, di- 
lved in Ale, with which the mouth is to be 


frequently waſhed, affords infallible and pre- 
ſent eale to the ** 


; Violent Hæmorrhages, from whatever 
part, require ſpeedy relief, leſt terrible ſymp- 
toms ſhould enſue. In caſes of this nature, 


nothing is more efficacious than Nitre dif- 


ſolved in common water, and frequently ap- 
plied. The Oil and the Seeds of Henbane, 
by their narcotic quality, obtund the exqui- 
ſite ſenſe of the Solids, and by that means 
hinder the ſpaſms from ſolliciting the blood 
to a particular part, a en be diſ- 
charged. 


In Seminal Fluxes, eſpecially of the v VERE- 
real kind, there is not a more powerful Specific 
than Venice Turpentine, and its Æthereal 
Oil, or in their ſtead, the Balſam of Capivi, 
or that of Mecha, which after the uſe of pur- 
gatives, eſpecially of the mercurial kind, 
produce excellent effects, either with or 
without Camphire, if exhibited in an Emul- 
fion of the four Cold . *. or 
Whey. 


1 have W Hæmorrhages of the noſe 
cu ed by drinking two or three quarts of 
-pring Water every day, provided the ſur- 

| face 
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face of the body is kept duly warm, eſpeci- 
ally in choleric and bilious patients, and in 
ceaſes where there is an intenſe orgaſm of the 
ſulphureous parts, which is by this means 
excellently alleviated, and a gentle ſweat for 
the moſt part happily excited. For which 
reaſon it is proper that thoſe, who are ſubje& 
to immoderate and frequent Hæmorrhages, 
ſhould uſe pure Spring Water for their com- 
mon * 


When patients of cachectic habits labour un- 
der Hæmorrhages, preparations of Rhubarb, 
variouſly and frequently exhibited, whether 
alone, or mixed with digeſtive ſalts, are from 
experience found to be preferable to all other 
medicines. But when the viſcera are affected 
with a ſcorbutic taint, the cure js moſt pro- 
perly attempted by Whey, interpaſing at the 
ſame time, r of Rhubarb. 


If the eyes are afflicted wich a ſaltiſh de- 
fluxion, accompanied with redneſs, as in an 
Epifora, and if eſpecially in the night time, 
the eye-lids are conglutinated by a viſcid hu- 
mour, a grain of White Vitriol, mixed with 
freſh butter, and put into the larger orbit of 
the eye, affords ſurpriſing relief, and quickly 
removes the diſorder. Pellicles of the eyes 
intercepting ſight, are * removed by 


3 


5 A, [BY 7 1 » 
R; _ „„ % 
5 * * "” 
i % 4 * 
— 


SPECIFIC REMEDIES: 103 


dropping the recent Fat .of Vipers into the 
eye; and a beginning Gulla Serena, is ex- 
cellently diſcuſſed by Sulphur of . 
taken internally. 


When after a Fall, or violent Contuſion, 
or Blow on the external parts, ſtagnations 
and concretions of the blood and humours 
produce various untoward ſymptoms; a de- 
coction, or infuſion of German Leopard's 
Bane, almoſt compleats the cure, on ac- 
count of its ſingular inciding, reſolvent, and 
diſcutient quality. 


Oil of Olives, if rubbed upon any part 
wounded by a Viper, effectually prevents all 
the ill 9 


When treating on Species I ſhould men- 
tion 3 of Aſſes Milk, ſo much ex- 
tolled by the antients, as highly conducive 
to health and longævity; but in order to con- 
clude the ſubject, I refer the ale to Pla- 
tinus, in Tom. 2. Epiſtolar. 


FINIS. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


ſl the SpecIFIC Rua recommended in 
© This Treatiſe, with full directions for their 
uſe, may be bad truly prepared by the au- 
thor's particular order, of Mr. Fletcher 
and Co. bookſellers, at the Oxford-Theatre, 
the North-Side f St. Paul's Church- 


' Yard, and by their appointment in moſt "of 


the principal towns in England. 


* cure of all kinds of Agues; for 
all. diſorders. of the Stomach and Prime 


viæ, which proceed from a relaxation and 

decay of their tone; for an overflowing of 

ws Menſes and Lochia; to prevent 
P Abortion; 


| Strengthening EkBuary, for the 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


- Abortion; and for that ſpecies of Gonor- 


rhæa, which is owing. to a weakneſs. of 
the ſeminal veſſels. In pots at 5s. 


2. A Pectoral Elixir, for the cure of all 
diſcaſes of the Breaſt; ſuch. as Coughs, 
Catarrhs, Fluxions, Difficulty of Breath- 
ing, Aſthmas, Empyemas, Conſumptions, 
(if curable) and Vomica of the Lungs.— 
It cures the Tooth-Ach if apply'd with a 
bit of cotton, and all kinds of Wounds, 


8 A Specific | Tinfure, &c. for the cure 
ef every kindof Propſy. In parcels at 75. 6d, 


\ 
4. A Cephalic Electuary, for the certain 
eure of the Epilepſy (if it is not hereditary) 
and Palſy, for Vertigo's and all kinds of 
_ Convulſions, and particularly for that odd 
diſorder called St. Vitus's Dane, In pots 
zt 10s. 6d. YR $5 
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g. Anodyne Mineral Balſam, for the cure 
of the Jaundice, for Fits of the Stone and 
Gravel; for the Cardialgia and Cholie; 
and outwardly, for all Contractions of the 
limbs, and fixed pains of the Gout and 
Rheumatiſm. In bottles at 38. 6d. 


* 


2 6. Catbolic Pills, for the Diſeaſes peculiar | 
to Women; ſuch as a Chloroſis, or Green 
Sickneſs, and Suppreſſion of the Menſes ; 
the Fluor Albus, .or Whites, and particu- 


* larly for all the various hyſteric and ner- 
yous Diſorders incident to the female Sex, 
in the decline of life, when the Menſes 
ceaſe. As alſo for all hyſteric and hypo- 
chondriat apa ere In doxes at 38. 6d. 

7 4 


7. An Eſſence, for the Leproſy and Scur- 
vy, and all diſorders that proceed from 
an impurity of the blood and humours ; 
but particularly for the cure of every ſpe- 
.cies and degree of the Venereal Diſeaſe, | 
Flying Pains and Head-achs, the religks | 
1 of 


z+* 
14. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


of ill cures, A few drops of this medi- 


eine in a glaſs of water is a doſe, and in 


| hide rake in eight or ten days the cure 
s effected, without any fort of inconve- | 
niency to the patient. In bottles at 3s. 


8. A Chymical Fluid, for the certain cure 
ef the Itch, and all defections of the ſkin, 
and for healing old and inveterate 4 22 


In bottles at 18. 6d. 


99 Worm Powders, for the cure- of all 
kinds of Worms, whether in infants or 


adults. In parcels at 25. 


| Where alſo thay be had. 


3220 7 he Reſtorative Nervous Elixir, for 
the recovery of decay'd and broken con- 


ſtitutions. In bottles at 108. * 


7 


This * the mall ſtimulating reſtorative 
that Medicine can produce, and in the 


laſt decays of life will {till ſupply the vital 
lamp with ſome recruits. It is excellent in 
N all 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


all languors, weakneſs and decays of the 
- conſtitution, for it ſtrengthens all parts of 
the body, eſpecially the . ſtomach, when 
_ diſordered and relaxed by: frequent de- 
bauches, and by reſtoring the oſcillation 
of the fibres, quickens the various mo- 
tions, and gives freſh vigor to the animal 
functions. It is an admirable-remedy for 
thoſe perſons who have made too free, G- 
ther with women or wine; for thoſe who 
have been in a manner wore out with ve- 
nereal engagements, by long courſes ef 
mercurial medicines, or by faltvations; 
and eſpecially for thoſe unhappy wretches 
who have brought upon themſelves an in- 
finitude of che worſt diſorders, hy the 
ſhameful. vice of Self- Pollution, as, it wall 
mauldered into rattenneſs. For thoſe alſo 
who are not ſo carly happy in their con- 

jugal embraces, as many wiſh to be, and. it 
be ſuſpetted from 4 coldnels, and, inſuſß- 
ciency on either ſide, the uſe of ,this Me- 
dicine cannot fail to render their inter- 


courſe prolific: But they beſt deſerve 
ſuch 


, 
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ſuch a reſtorative, who' by acute diſeaſes, 
ſuch as malignant Fevers, the ſmall 
Pox, and ſuch like, have been ſo broke 
and ſhattered in their conſtitutions as hardly 
to be within 4 poſſibility of recovery, for 

in ſuch it will to admiration repair the 
eee and fill again the veins 
with a warm, generous, nutritive blood. 
Zut for a more particular account of this 
incomparable medicine, fee A port Treatiſe 
on ON AN ISM, price 1s. written by this 
author, which may be had at each place 


where theſe medicines are ſold. 
fla * r Yf8! 


N. B. All theſe Spetific Medicines are 
figned by the author in his own hand 
writing, and ſealed with his coat of arms, 


to prevent impoſitions. They will keep 


any length of time after they have been 
opened, provided they are again well ſtop- 
-ped, or tied over, and will be equally et- 
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